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Rukh leader killed in car accident 


(Eastern Economist/JF Monitor/Ukr- 
News)—Rukh leader Viacheslav Chornovil, 
killed in a car accident March 25, was buried 
March 29 at the Kyiv Baykove Cemetery, the 
final resting place for many prominent Ukrai- 
nian statesmen, poets and writers. 

From early morning onwards mourners 
began gathering at the National Teacher’s 
House to pay their respects at the coffin of 
Chornovil. 

By 10:30 am a huge number of people had 
congregated at the house, though they were 
not permitted to enter the building. It seemed 
that the powers that be were not willing to let 
ordinary Ukrainians inside as if fearing the 
symbolism of a public last farewell to a true 
national hero. 

Several dozen policemen pushed the throng 
back from the entrance of the building and 
formed a corridor through the crowd to allow 
designated officials to enter the building. 

Mourmers were kept outdoors to remark on 
the sunny weather, commenting that it was as 
if nature itself showed its love for Chornovil. 
From time to time, state officials who were 
attending the ceremony and laying wreaths 
appeared at the house. 

The most notable visits were that of Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma, Premier Valeriy 
Pustovoytenko, and Verkhovna Rada Speaker 
Oleksandr Tkachenko, who were greeted by 
the crowd with shouts of, “Shame on you”, 
and “Moscow Judas.” 

Mourners placed numerous bouquets of 
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Viacheslav Chornovil at a 1990 appearance 
in Edmonton. 


flowers, which were intended to be laid at 
Chornovil’s coffin, on the road on which the 
procession started its way down to St. 
Volodymyr Cathedral for the memorial ser- 
vice. 

By noon the number of Ukrainians on the 
streets paying their last respects was estimated 
at more that 15,000, with a procession stretch- 
ing for some four kilometres. 

Their numbers swelled as the procession 
made its way to the cemetery. 

During the burial service, a number of 
people, including representatives of national 
democratic forces in Russia, Armenia and 
Poland, recounted their experiences with 
Chornovil, noting his importance to the Ukrai- 
nian national movement. 

The Kyiv streets had not witnessed such 
numbers of national flags and people congre- 
gating from all corners of the country since 
the very first days of independence, when 
Chornovil himself led demonstrations of sup- 
porters of Ukrainian nationhood. 

That day was designated as one of mourn- 
ing in the Chernivtsi region. Chernivtsi city 
administration officials asked local TV and 
radio not to broadcast any light entertainment 

shows. 

Chornovil was killed in a car accident at 
11:30 pm March 25 on the five-kilometre 
stretch between Boryspil and Zolotonosha 
near Horodyshche, southeast of Kyiv. He was 
returning from Kirovohrad after holding a 
successful meeting to rally Rukh forces. 

Chornovil, 61, and his driver and aide 
Yevhen Pavliv, 35, died instantly when their 
Toyota-Corolla traveling 120 kilometres per 
hour ploughed into the trailer hitch of a 
KaMaz truck from Dnipropetrovsk. The semi 
hauling two trailers of grain was for unknown 
reasons turning around on the dark highway. 

The third man in the car, press secretary 
Dmytro Ponamarchuk, was taken to hospital 
with serious injuries. News agencies said the 
truck driver was unhurt. 

Shocked parliamentary deputies on March 
26 mourned Chornovil’s death. A black- 
framed portrait of the nationalist leader was 
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Eighteenth Century icon of Christ Pantocrator. 


«України ніякою мірою He 
схвалює удари по Югославії» 


(Посольство України в Канаді) -Мініс- 
терство закордонних справ України нія- 
кою мірою не схвалює удари по Югосла- 
вії, заявив глава ЗОВНІШНЬОПОЛІТИЧНОГО 
відомства України Борис Тарасюк, 
виступаючи на засіданні Верховної Ради 
26 березня ц.р. Борис Тарасюк нагадав, 
що у заяві МЗС з приводу подій навколо 


Cont. оп Р. 3 Косово сказано, що Україна вважає не- 


прийнятним застосування військової сили 
проти суверенної держави без санкцій 
Ради Безпеки ООН. Разом з тим, саме 
відмова Бєлграда підписати вироблені 
Контактною групою домовленості фак- 
тично призвела до такого розвитку подій, 

зауважив міністр. 
Борис Тарасюк підтвердив, що Україна 
Прод. на ст. 4 
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Interested in the Ukrainian Arts? 
find out what's going on in Alberta! 
Call фе... 

ALBERTA UKRAINIAN ARTS HOTLINE: 430-0217 
presented by the Alberta Council for the Ukrainian Arts 
.. Sponsored in part by CKER Radio and Ukrainian News 


11666 - 95 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1L8 
Ph.: 471-4477 Fax: 477-0617 E-mail:ucss@telusplanet.net 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 
HAPPY EASTER! | 
З ВЕЛИКОДНЕЮ РАДІСТЮ Ї ВЕСНОЮ 
ВІТАЄМО УКРАЇНСЬКУ ГРОМАДУ 


Бажаємо щастя і всього добра членам 
та прихильникам які невтомно і 
добровільно допомагають здійснювати 
завдання і проєкти ССУК. 

We wish happiness and all success to all 
benefactors and volunteers who help us to 
accomplish our programs and projects. 
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Україна без 
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Чорновола. 


Чи й без РУХУ? 


Чорновола не стало... 

Україна втратила одного з найбільших подв- 
ижників своєї новітньої історії і, поза сумнівами, 
найпопулярнішого політика цього бурхливого 
українського десятиріччя під зав'язь віку. Щоб 
збагнути це, українці мусили... втратити Чорно- 
вола. Мусили пережити й спостерегти скорботну 
поховальну процесію, що охопила десятки тисяч 
людей. Аж тоді тільки більшість українців 
збагнула, що відтепер Україна стане іншою, бо 
Вячеслав Чорновіл був останнім з патріархів 
української політики, котрі не лише вивершували 
нашу незалежність а й дужали тримати її на 
своїх плечах. Відтепер на захист власної 
національної державності мають ставати інші — 
хто не бував у нищівних лещатах тоталітарної 
системи, хто прийшов у політику і у владу вже 
після надіння «залізного занавісу» та закінчення 
довголітнього періоду мовчання... 

Вячеслав Чорновіл мав унікальну харизму. 
Тисячі фанатично захоплювалися ним, тисячі - 
ненавиділи. Водночас ті й інші, за порівняно 
незначними винятками, усвідомлювали, що 
Чорновіл - політична зірка першої величини. 
Він вражав своєю енергійністю, безкомпроміс- 
ністю в світоглядних орієнтирах, затятістю у 
відстоюванні власних позицій. Власне, його 
недоліки були продовженням його ж достоїнств. 
Чорновіл не годився на другі ролі, конче мав 
бути лише першим, а відтак і відстоював свої 
підходи та переконання з дивовижною силою. 

Тепер стало очевидним, що без Вячеслава 
Чорновола Україна вже буде іншою. Ї водночас 
незрозумілим, чи виживе РУХ - єдина впливова 
політична сила національно-демократичної 
орієнтації. 

Як не прикро про це говорити, смерть лідера 
українських державницьких сил і навіть самі 
похорони було використано в ганебних коньюнк- 
турних цілях. Рухівці, котрі називають себе 
«чорноволівцями» (ті, хто не примирився з 
переобранням голови партії на Всеукраїнських 
Зборах РУХу 28 лютого цього року), скорис- 
талися з цієї трагічної події для шельмування 
своїх однопратійців-опонентів. Ними було 
зроблено все, щоб «розкольники» не змогли 
попрощатися з покійним, не підійшли до могили, 
не поклали квіти. Під час похорону та відправи 
у Володимирському соборі Києва раз-пораз 
виникали сварки. Навіть у виступах під час 
траурного мітингу на Байковому кладовищі 
столиці новоназвані керівники «чорноволівського 
РУХУ» Л. Танюк, М. Косів, Я. Кендзьор вдава- 
лися до прокльонів та натяків на те, що саме 
рухівці-«зрадники» вбили Чорновола і що 
прощення їм бути не може. Звучала навіть теза 
про те, що смерть В'ячеслава Максимовича 
порятує РУХ. Певна річ, «їхній» РУХ... 

Того ж дня, коли десятки тисяч людей проща- 
лися з В'ячеславом Чорноволом, Міністерство 
юстиції України несподівано ухвалило рішення 
про зміни до Статуту PYXy, внесені на 
нелегітимному з'їзді партії 7 березня (це була 
невдала спроба незгодних з переобранням голови 
повернути все в партії на попередні позиції). 
Рішення справді дивне. Досі влада з надзвичайною 
скрупульозністю вивчала рухівські документи й 
приймала рішення в останній момент, а тут - за 
кілька днів узаконено докорінно змінений Статут. 
Чого б то? 

Рухівське крило на чолі з новим головою 
партії Юрієм Костенком (а це більшість низових 
партійних організацій, що очікували змін у самій 
партії, та дві третини парламентської фракції 
РУХу - головний її кадровий потенціал) 
переконані, що владі вдалося в такий спосіб 
здійснити ганебний і підступний план усунення 
PYXy з активної політики. 

Спершу цей план стосувався лише президент- 
ських виборів. Оскільки В. Чорновіл зробив 
ставку на явно «непрохідну» кандидатуру Геннадія 
Удовенка (голоси якого в другому турі автома- 
тично перейдуть Л. Кучмі на противагу лівому 
кандидатові), влада з усіх сил підтримувала «лінію 
Чорновола», аби не допустити висування онов- 
леним РУХом іншої, привабливішої для виборців 
кандидатури. Особливо - такої, яку могли б 
підтримати й інші демократичні партії. Але на 
цьому влада не спинилася. Трагічну загибель В. 
Чорновола було цинічно використано для 
посіювання хаосу в рухівських лавах та 
намовницької переорієнтації рядових рухівців до 
повернення в «правильний» РУХ. Державні засоби 
масової інформації безсоромно дезорієнтують 
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громадськість, повідомляючи навіть вигадані циф- 
ри про перереєстрацію рухівських осередків на 
користь «того РУХу, що не зрадив Чорновола». 

Поспішне і невмотивоване рішення Мінюсту 
фактично довершило розкол у партії, унемож- 
лививши злиття двох річок в одне русло. «За 
діями Міністерства юстиції проглядаються сили, 
зацікавлені в знищенні РУХУ, які навіть трагічну 
загибель В'ячеслава Чорновола використовують 
для поглиблення розколу в партії, - висловився 
з цього приводу голова НРУ Ю. Костенко. - 
Очевидно, що це не юридичне рішення, а 
виконання політичного замовлення... Якщо влада 
не змінить свій деструктивний підхід і не 
припинить кон'юнктурне втручання в справи 
нашої партії, ми оскаржимо дії Мінюсту в суді. 
Жоден керівний орган РУХу не призначав на 7 
березня партійний з'їзд і щонайменше 339 
делегатів (це становить 42% від загальної 
кількости) не брали в ньому участі, про що є їх 
письмові заяви, а отже, кворуму на цьому зібранні 
не було». 

Враховуючи серйозність сценарію, який влада 
розігрує щодо PYXy, фракція РУХу у Верховній 
Раді розглядає питання про необхідність 
відправити уряд у відставку. 

РУХ на чолі з Ю. Костенком не вживав жодних 
організаційних заходів, свідомо утримувався від 
заяв і протягом дев'яти днів з дня загибелі 
В'ячеслава Чорновола не проводив офіційних 
засідань. Натомість підтримуваний Мінюстом РУХ. 
скликав свій Щентральний Провід, на якому 
виконуючим обов'язки голови партії та керів- 
ником парламентської фракції РУХ-І було 
обрано... до цього позапартійного Геннадія 
Удовенка. А заодно й наголошено, що прощення 
«розкольникам» не буде... 

Отже РУХ, що постав 28 лютого, очолює 
Юрій Костенко разом із заступниками Богданом 
Бойком, Іваном Зайцем та Володимиром 
Черняком. Парламентська фракція з 32 депутатів. 

РУХ, що відродився 7 березня, очолює досі 
позапартійний Геннадій Удовенко і з заступниками 
Оленою Бондаренко, В'ячеславом Ковалем, Ми- 
хайлом Косівим, Лесем Танюком. Парламентська 
фракція налічує 16 осіб. 

...У дні прощання з В'ячеславом Чорноволом 
- а такого масового і зворушливого похорону 
Київ не переживав довгі-довгі роки - не лише 
рухівці, а й представники всіх національно- 
демократичних сил наголошували на тому, що 
патріотам Української Держави необхідно 
єднатися. Більше того, трагічна подія засвідчила: 
нас - мільйони. Лише б - разом. 

Влада зробила все, щоб цього не сталося. 


Пам'ять 
В'ячеслава 
Чорновола 


(КБУВ)--У день поховання В'ячеслава 
Чорновола в українській столиці, у Львові 
та Львівській області, в багатьох інших містах 
і селах України рішенням органів місцевого 
самоврядування було оголошено траур. На 
вшанування пам'яті лідера національно- 
демократичного руху було приспущено 
Державний прапор. 

Вже ухвалено рішення назвати іменем 
В'ячеслава Чорновола вулиці в Києві, Львові, 
Тернополі... Київська міськрада ухвалила 
встановити меморіяльну дошку на вулиці 
Панаса Мирного, де мешкав в останні роки 
голова РУХУ. 
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Over 15,000 jam Kyiv streets 


Cont. from Р. 1 
placed in the chamber, which was debating coopera- 
tion with NATO. 

Rukh member Mykhailo Kosiv told the chamber 
Chornovil would be remembered as a champion of an 
independent Ukraine. “He was a man of ideas. You 
could agree with his ideas or not...but all his life he 
lived and fought for a single idea,” Kosiv said. 

Parliament held a moment of silence to honor 
Chornovil. 

“Chornovil was one of the heroes of the national 
movement, the struggle for Ukrainian independence,” 
said Kuchma’s representative in parliament, Roman 
Bezsmertny. 

Chornovil was a standard bearer of the Ukrainian 
movement for national independence during the last 
decades of Soviet rule. 

Born in 1937 in a village in Cherkassy Oblast (cen- 
tral Ukraine) where both of his parents were school 
teachers, Chornovil graduated from the journalism de- 
partment of Kyiv University, worked in successive edi- 
torial posts in radio and print journalism, and began a 
career in literary criticism. 

In 1965 he joined an illegal human rights group, was 
dismissed from work by the Soviet authorities, went 
on to edit the underground bulletin “Ukrainsky visnyk,” 
and was ultimately imprisoned. 


Chornovil’s death 


(JF Monitor/UkrNews/Eastern Economist)— 
Ukrainian Internal Affairs Minister Yuriy 
Kravchenko has resolutely ruled out the claim that 
the death of long-time Rukh leader Viacheslav 
Chornovil could have been premeditated. 

He called the road accident late on March 25 near 
Boryspil International Airport, in which Спогпомії 
was killed, “a tragic coincidence,” the drivers of both 
vehicles having reportedly violated traffic regula- 
tions. ; 

Chornovil and Rukh’s presidential nominee, 
former Foreign Affairs Minister Hennadiy 
Udovenko, who was the first to reach the accident 
site, were returning to Kyiv in two cars from an elec- 
toral campaign trip to Kirovohrad. 

Several politicians from various camps alleged that 
the accident was a successful attempt on Chornovil’s 
life. Natalya Vitrenko — the outspoken radical “red” 
and leader of the Progressive Socialist Party who has 
been in a see-saw battle with President Leonid 
Kuchma in recent presidential polls — even implied 
that Kuchma, “with whom Chornovil recently has 


Chornovil served several terms totaling 12 years in 
prisons and five years in Siberian exile, mostly in 
Yakutia. In exile and in intervals between prison terms 
he had to work at odd jobs. 

Free at last from 1985 on, Chornovil became a found- 
ing co-chairman of the Ukrainian Helsinki Union in 
1987 in Lviv and one of the leaders of the Ukrainian 
Republican Party, based in western Ukraine. 

He was elected head of the Lviv region’s adminis- 
tration in 1990, and resigned that post in 1992 after 
being elected chairman of the Ukrainian Popular Move- 
ment (Rukh) which stood for fully independent state- 
hood and the revival of national language and culture, 
a pro-Western orientation, market reforms, and politi- 
cal democracy. 

In Ukraine’s first presidential election in 1991, as 
runner-up to Leonid КгауспиК, Chornovil received 23 
percent of the votes country-wide, including scores of 
approximately 70 percent in western regions. These 
were more than exceeded, however, by the returns in 
eastern regions. 

Rukh has in recent years experienced a decline, not 
least because of its undefined and ultimately ambiva- 
lent relationship with the governing authorities. 

During the last few weeks, the Rukh split into two 
mutually hostile parties, one of them — apparently the 
smaller one — led by Chornovil. 


ruled an accident 


been refusing to cooperate,” could be involved. 

Such voices were the minority and prompted both 
indignation from Udovenko, who warned against us- 
ing the accident as a political tool, and skepticism 
from Rukh’s press secretary, Dmytro Ponamarchuk, 
who was in the car with СПогпомії but survived the 
crash. 

“Judging from what I saw I cannot say that it was 
premeditated. It was a tragic accident,” said a vis- 
ibly shaken Udovenko. He said both Chornovil and 
the driver were killed instantly when the driver failed 
to notice a truck turning on a dark road and rammed 
into it at a speed of around 100 km an hour. 

However, on April 2, Rukh’s central leadership 
member Viacheslav Koval again questioned the 
events. 

“Rukh ceniral leadership thinks that Viacheslav 
Chornovil’s death was not an accident,” he stated. 

There remain at least five unanswered questions, 
including the identity of a car that was following the 
cars of Chornovil and Udovenko for some time be- 
fore the accident, he added. 


Rukh split deepening 


Христос Воскрес! 
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and escorted group tours around the world. 
Family owned and operated by Robert J. and Patricia Tomkins 


780-415-5633; Toll free 1-877-353-5633 
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Government accused of using Chornovil’s death to destroy party 


(JF Monitor)—It was generally 
expected that after the sudden death 


of Rukh’s long-time leader, 
Міаспезіам Chornovil, on March 25, 
the party — which split a month ago 
— would reunify on the basis of the 
objectively stronger group, led by 
former Environment Minister Yuriy 
Kostenko. 

On March 30, however, the Jus- 
tice Ministry effectively outlawed 
Kostenko’s Rukh, ruling legitimate 
the results of the March 7 assembly 
of Chornovil’s conservative sup- 
porters. 

That assembly reelected 
Chornovil as Rukh leader, overrul- 
ing an earlier decision of the Rukh 
congress, which had replaced 
Chornovil with Kostenko as party 
chairman. 

Kostenko described the Justice 
Ministry’s decision as a government 


attempt to use the death of Chorno- 
vil to destroy Rukh. The Rukh fac- 
tion in parliament, which consists of 
Kostenko’s supporters, called on the 
government to resign and threatened 
to appeal the Justice Ministry’s ac- 
tions in court. 

Meanwhile, the conservative 
wing of Rukh elected former For- 
eign Affairs Minister Hennadiy 
Udovenko — Rukh’s official presi- 
dential candidate — as the party’s 
acting chairman. Udovenko, who 
previously had not been a member 
of the Rukh party, officially joined 
it March 31. 

The deepening split in Rukh ben- 
efits incumbent President Leonid 
Kuchma, leaving him with less vi- 
able non-leftist rivals in the elections 
this year. Rukh has been seen as the 
only party among Ukraine’s demo- 
cratic forces capable of competing 


Udovenko appointed acting chairman of Rukh 


(RFE/RL)—Following the death of Viacheslav Chornovil in a car acci- 
dent, former Foreign Minister Hennadiy Udovenko has been appointed 
acting chairman of the Popular Rukh of Ukraine, Ukrainian Television 


reported on March 31. 


Udovenko, who is Rukh’s candidate in the upcoming presidential elec- 
tions, was granted a Rukh membership card at the same time as his elec- 
tion, since until now he has had no party affiliation. 

UNIAN reported that Udovenko was also elected leader of the Rukh 


parliamentary caucus. 


Meanwhile, a group that split away from Rukh and is led by Yuriy 


against Kuchma in the upcoming 
elections. 

With Rukh weakening daily, 
Yevhen Marchuk — a former KGB 
general and premier — may remain 
the only feasible rival to the incum- 
bent president among the declared 
non-leftist presidential aspirants. 
Udovenko, branded by Kostenko’s 
supporters as a weak candidate, is 
generally expected to bow out in 
favor of Kuchma. 
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«є» Transportation to the Sky Reach Centre and return 


Priced from: 959.00 + GST per person 
Packages with room: $89.00 + GST per person, based on double occupancy 


The Chateau Louis has packages available for individuals or groups of 
up to 50 people for every home game in the 1998-99 season! 


To book your package or for more information, call: 


Debbie at 453-6517 


Kostenko has announced it will sue the Justice Ministry for its decision to 
recognize the Udovenko-led Rukh as the only legitimate successor to the 
party originally set up by Chornovil. 


Out-of-town customers, call 1-800-661-9843 


Військові операції 
НАТО більшість 
українців не схвалює 


Віктор Бикодір 

(KBYB)—Y формуванні громадської думки тон задають 
ліві сили, що намагаються максимально скористатися фактом 
застосування в Югославії військової сили для компреметації 
НАТО. Адже ставлення до НАТО Украній, самі припущення 
можливості вступу до Північноатлантичного альянсу гостро 
дебатуються протягом останніх років. 

Великий вплив на українців справляють російські засоби 
масової інформації, що трактують події в Югославії 
кон'юнктурно. 

Спроби комуністів та соціялістів провести через парламент 
антинатовські постанови не увінчалися успіхом, але виконавча 
влада вжила політичних заходів для відвернення негативних 
настроїв. З цією метою виїздили до Югославії для переговорів 
Міністр закордонних справ Борис Тарасюк та Міністр оборони 
Олександр Кузьмук. 

Б. Тарасюк останніми днями здійснив європейське турне, 
під час якого зустрівся зі своїми зарубіжними колегами і 
виклав посередницькі пропозиції України щодо врегулювання 
югославської кризи. Як би вони не були сприйняті, ці ініціативи 
додали іміджу Україні. Натомість дивну позицію зайняв Голова 
Верховної Ради України О. Ткаченко, заявивши про потребу 
створення спільного з Росією оборонного простору та надання 
Югославії гуманітарної допомоги. Адже досі гуманітарна 
допомога надходила здебільшого до України, і переважно - 
від тих країн, політикою яких так невдоволений нині спікер 
українського парламенту. 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! ВОЇСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС! 
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«України ніякою мірою He 


схвалює удари 


Прод. із ст. 1 

готова бути посередником у розв'язанні конфлік- 
ту. Міністр не погодився із закликами деяких 
депутатів розірвати відносини з НАТО i його 
країнами-членами, а тим наче з пропозиціями 
направити в зону конфлікту війська і озброєння. 
Перше, сказав він, не має сенсу, оскільки лише 
сприятиме розколу світу на два опозиційні табори. 
А друге - тільки розпалить вогонь війни. 

Як дипломат і юрист Тарасюк підкреслив, що 
«вирішення проблеми Косово не може бути 
внутрішньою справою лише Союзної Республіки 
Югославія, оскільки йдеться про широкомас- 
штабну гуманітарну катастрофу, збройні акції 
проти власного населення». 

Співробітництво України з НАТО не повинно 
припинятися, оскільки воно є вигідним для Ук- 
раїни політично і з точки зору її безпеки, під- 
креслив у парламенті Тарасюк. В той же час 
міністр офіційно заявив, що «уряд в цілому і 
МЗС, зокрема, не діяли і не діють в обхід 
вищого законодавчого органу, не подавали і не 
подають заявок про приєднання до альянсу». 
Він назвав твердження про конкретні дії України 
по приєднанню до НАТО «чистої води 
провокацією, яка має на меті поставити під 
сумнів євро-інтеграційні зусилля України, 
дискредитувати зовнішню політику нашої держави 
1 спрямувати її в антиєвропейському руслі». 

Міністр нагадав, що українське зовніш- 
ньополітичне відомство i Міноборони розпочали 
глибоко вивчати моделі можливого розвитку 
ситуації в Європі, пов'язаної з розширенням 
НАТО, ще у 1992-1994 роках, з початком дебатів 
про прийом до НАТО нових членів. Розглянувши 
чотири варіянти імовірних сценаріїв, Україна 
відмовилася від ролі противника розширення, 
ролі стороннього спостерігача та ролі країни- 
апліканта. Було обрано іншу лінію - курс на 
співробітництво з НАТО. Це той четвертий 


(СКУ)--Сьогоднішні події у Югославії, а 
зокрема в Косові, занепокоюють цілий світ, а 
тим самим і українську діаспору. Наставлення 
уряду Югославії до албанського населення в 
Косові проявляється негуманністю і немораль- 
ністю безжалісного трактування державою своїх 
жителів, котрі є національною меншиною на 
території тієї держави. Завданням кожної 
держави є забезпечити людські та національні 
права всіх своїх жителів, а не тільки корінної 
національности. Чи Косово належить албанцям 
чи Югославії, питання другорядного характеру. 
Права албанців у Югославії повинні бути 
забезпечені і тому «етнічна чистка», яку пере- 
водить уряд Югославії на території своєї дер- 
жави заслуговує на осудження зі сторони світо- 
вого співтовариства, 

Рівночасно Світовий Конгрес Українців вис- 
ловлює признання світовому співтовариству, 
а зокрема державам Організації Північно Ат- 
лантичного Договору (НАТО), за їхні намагання 
стати в обороні невинного албанського населен- 
ня Косова. Ми вітаємо усі намагання цих 
держав, а також Організацію Об'єднаних Націй, 
шляхом дипломатичних переговорів полагодити 
конфлікти, котрі заїснували між сербами та 
албанцями. Ми розуміємо також, що на жаль, 


Міністри України, Росії 


Заява Світового Конгресу 
Українців щодо подій у Югославії 


по Югославії» 


сценарій, підкреслив міністр, який «принесе нам 
позитивні результати». Співробітництво з НАТО 
передбачає постійний діалог з альянсом, що доз- 
воляє враховувати національні інтереси України, 
сказав він. 

Борис Тарасюк також заявив, що Хартія про 
особливе партнерство України з НАТО, підписана 
в Мадриді 9 липня 1997 року, є «політично 
зобов'язуючим документом, підписаним на 
найвищому рівні». Документ не містить правових 
зобов'язань, а отже, відповідно до закону про 
міжнародні договори України, не підлягає 
ратифікації Верховною Радою. 

Співробітництво з НАТО є лише одним з 
елементів стратегічного курсу України на інтег- 
рацію до європейьских та євроатлантичних 
політичних та економічних структур, продовжив 
Борис Тарасюк. Співробітництво здійснюється 
відкрито, прозоро, в рамках існуючого в Україні 
правового поля і сприяє поступовому стиранню 
давніх ліній поділу між різними частинами 
континенту, вважає він. Ї в цьому сенсі «ми 
якраз і втілюємо в життя ту зовнішньополітичну 
лінію Президента i уряду, яка не є ані про- 
західною, ані просхідною». Україна проводить 
політику, націлену на захист власних національних 
інтересів, констатував Борис Тарасюк. J 

Того самого дня, за ініціативою Б. Тарасюка 
відбулась телефонна розмова з міністром 
закордонних справ Союзного Уряду Югославії 
Ж. Иовановичем. 

В ході розмови керівник зовнішньополітичного 
відомства України запропонував Ж. Йовановичу 
деякі ідеї щодо можливого посередництва України 
в питанні врегулювання конфлікту навколо 
Косово, зокрема елементи ініціативи Президента 
України Леоніда Кучми, які були виголошені 
протягом останніх днів. 

Міністри погодили в принципі ідею наступної 
робочої поїздки Б. Тарасюка до Белграда. 


дипломатичні намагання виявились наразі 
неуспішними і тому держави НАТО рішилися 
застосувати силу, щоб заставити уряд Югославії 
шляхом переговорів розв'язати це питання. 
Ми затурбовані, одначе, який прецедент ця 
акція НАТО може принести щодо суверенітету 
анших незалежних держав, всупереч гельсінській 
угоді: Ми зокрема затурбовані долею невинного 
населення Югославії, між ним також і україн- 
ської національної меншини. Ми також уважа- 
ємо, що застосування сили НАТО має бути 
санкціоноване Радою Безпеки ООН. 
Закликаємо обидві сторони залишити зброй- 
ний конфлікт та приступити до дальших дип- 
ломатичних заходів. Вітаємо також ініціативу 
Президента України бути посередником для 
полагодження цього конфлікту. Підставою на- 
шого заклику це сумісність людських та націо- 
нальних прав албанського народу з недотор- 
каністю державного суверенітету даної держави. 
Ми також переконані, що всі конфлікти слід 
полагоджувати дипломатичним шляхом при 
добрій волі та Господній допомозі. 
29 березня 1999 року 
За Світовий Конгрес Українців 
Аскольд Лозинський, Президент; Віктор 
Педенко, Генеральний Секретар 


обговорили кризу в Косово 


(Посольство України в Канаді) -25 березня 
1999 року за ініціативою Міністра закордонних 
справ України Б. Тарасюка відбулась його 
телефонна розмова з Міністром закордонних 
справ РФ Ї. Івановим. 

Міністри закордонних справ України й Росії 
обговорили питання, пов'язані з підготовкою 
зустрічі Президентів двох держав в ході 
наступного саміту СНД, який відбудеться 2 квітня 
в Москві. Як відомо, основним питанням порядку 
денного саміту є розгляд пропозицій Форуму 
СНД щодо реформування Співдружності. 

Міністри обговорили також кризову ситуацію, 


що склалась у Косово у зв'язку з початком 
повітряних ударів НАТО по військових об'єктах 
Союзної Республіки Югославія. Б. Тарасюк та 
I. Іванов погодились щодо необхідності 
якнайшвидшого припинення бомбардувань з тим, 
щоб відновити переговори і вирішувати проблему 
Косово виключно політичними засобами. Вони 
обмінялись думками стосовно можливих 
першочергових кроків міжнародної спільноти, 
які б забезпечили мирне врегулювання конфлікту. 
Міністри домовились підтримувати контакти з 
цього питання по мірі розвитку ситуації. 


Ukrainian Мем/Українські Вісті April 7-20, 7-20 квітня, 1999 


Kyiv’s peace mission flops іп Belgrade 


By Nathan Hodge, Kyiv Post 

As NATO’s air war against Serbia escalated, Ukrai- 
nian President Leonid Kuchma dispatched a peace mis- 
sion to Belgrade on March 27, but apparently to little 
avail. 

Foreign Minister Borys Tarasyuk and Defense Min- 
ister Oleksandr Kuzmuk met with Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic and other Serbian leaders and of- 
fered Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma’s services 
as a mediator, but a senior Ukrainian official told 
Reuters afterward that Milosevic “seems to be deaf and 
blind to our proposals.” 

Before and during the mission Ukrainian media were 
full of reports that Kuchma might hop down to Belgrade 
during his previously scheduled March 30-31 state visit 
to Slovenia. 

But reports on Kuchma’s visit and on Tarasyuk’s si- 
multaneous tour of several European capitals to talk 
up Ukraine’s proposal made it sound increasingly un- 
likely that Kuchma would meet Milosevic any time 
soon. 

The Ukrainian government’s busy display of diplo- 
macy also failed to impress the NATO alliance. 

“They didn’t come up with anything, which is not 
surprising,’ The Associated Press quoted an unnamed 
senior U.S. State Department official as saying. 

With Ukrainian peacekeeping forces still on the 
ground in Bosnia and parliamentary leftists calling for 
breaking off Ukraine’s cooperation with the NATO al- 
liance, the presidential administration seems desperate 
to maintain a balance between East and West. 

Russia has already ended its participation in the 
alliance’s Partnership for Peace program and recalled 
its observer to NATO headquarters in Brussels, but 
Ukraine has continued to speak about building on its 
NATO ties while condemning the bombing of rump- 
Yugoslavia’s territory. 

Leftist orators in the Verkhovna Rada thundered 
against U.S. and NATO “genocide” and tabled mea- 
sures calling for an end to NATO ties and a reconsid- 
eration of Ukraine’s non-nuclear status. 

The latter measure passed on March 24, but the presi- 
dential administration quickly rebuffed it, with Kuchma 
saying at a military exercise on March 26 that it would 
be “impossible” for Ukraine to independently main- 
tain nuclear weapons. 

Even the Rada’s traditionally pro-NATO Rukh fac- 
tion deplored the bombing, and faction head Yury 
Kostenko circulated a statement that called for “pre- 
serving the territorial integrity of Yugoslavia.” 

But the Rada failed to pass a resolution severing ties 
with NATO, and Ukraine’s Foreign Ministry moved to 
reassure the West that it was not parting ways with 
Europe. 

“Ukraine is not interested in a confrontation between 
the United States and Russia, or the continuation of 
NATO air strikes, or an all-Slavic crusade to defend 
the Serb brethren,” The Associated Press quoted 
Tarasyuk as saying on March 26. 

Returning directly from Belgrade on a military trans- 
port plane, Tarasyuk told reporters in Kyiv that the 
Ukrainian offer was on the initiative of Kuchma alone, 


and that it was not made on behalf of any third country 
or group of countries. 

Tarasyuk traveled to Warsaw on March 29 and took 
his case to Polish Foreign Minister Bronislaw Geremek 
to urge a diplomatic resolution to the conflict. Poland, 
one of the three newest members of the alliance, has 
lobbied strongly to prevent Ukraine’s isolation from 
the West, and Geremek apparently warmed somewhat 
to Ukraine’s appeal, acknowledging that “there is al- 
ways room for negotiations.” 

Geremek, however, stopped short of any condemna- 
tion of the bombing and said that “minimal conditions 
must be met”’by Serbia before the bombing could be 
called off. 

Meanwhile, protests against U.S. and British embas- 
sies in Kyiv brought together a curious coalition of 
socialists and Ukrainian nationalists. 

About 70 members of the Ukrainian Socialist party 
picketed the U.S. Embassy on March 26, preceded by 
30 members of the far-right Ukrainian National As- 
sembly/Ukrainian Self-Defense Organization (UNA- 
050). Both groups chanted “Yankees out of Yugosla- 
via,” and UNA-UNSO called for volunteers to help 
deliver “humanitarian aid” to Yugoslavia. UNA-UNSO 
mercenaries were reported to have fought in Chechnya 
against the Russia, and UNA-UNSO leader Anatoly 
Lupynis called for parliament to overturn laws against 
Ukrainians serving as mercenaries. 

Ukrainians also turned out in large numbers for anti- 
NATO demonstrations in the eastern Ukrainian cities 
of Sumy and Luhansk, where the Unian news agency 
reported that 2,000 demonstrators took to the streets. 

However, public outcry over the bombings has been 
considerably more subdued in Ukraine than in Russia, 
where the U.S. Embassy was peppered with automatic- 
rifle fire on March 28 by a jeep-load of masked men 
armed with Kalashnikovs and rocket-propelled gre- 
nades. 

At a March 30 news conference convened by the 
ambassadors of NATO-member countries that have 
embassies in Ukraine, U.S. Ambassador Steven Pifer 
said his country “is not opposed to demonstrations as 
long as they are peaceful.” 

Pifer would not comment about whether the U.S. 
Embassy in Kyiv had heightened security in response 
to the attack.“I will only say that we have very good 
cooperation with Ukrainian security officials,” he said. 

Paraphrasing a statement issued by U.N. Secretary 
Javier Solana, Canadian Ambassador Derek Fraser said 
NATO had undertaken military action “to avert a hu- 
man catastrophe at the heart of Europe.” British Am- 
bassador Roy Reeve said NATO’s military actions were 
in response to concerted effort by Serbian military and 
paramilitary forces to ethnically cleanse Kosovo. 

“To argue that NATO actions are responsible for the 
flood of refugees is totally wrong,” he said. “We need 
to ensure that Milosevic is not going to profit by his 
actions.” 

Regarding Ukraine’s attempt to bring Yugoslavia 
back to the table, alliance diplomats were suggestively 
terse. “We wish the Ukrainian government the best of 
luck in its efforts,” Fraser said. 


Kuchma rejects appeals for 
military aid to Yugoslavia 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President 
Leonid Kuchma on a visit to Zapor- 
izhia on April 5 condemned appeals 
by some Ukrainian politicians to 
provide military assistance to Yugo- 
slavia in the Kosovo crisis. 

“Only politicians who have nei- 
ther soul nor heart can call for armed 
assistance to Yugoslavia,” UNIAN 
quoted Kuchma as saying. 

Kuchma’s statement is seen as a 
response to parliamentary speaker 
Oleksandr Tkachenko’s pronounce- 
ment in St. Petersburg on April 2 that 
Ukraine should send “humanitarian, 
food, medical, and first of all mili- 

tary aid” to Yugoslavia. 


Tkachenko also announced in St. 
Petersburg that the Supreme Council 
will discuss Ukrainian-NATO rela- 
tions on April 6 and adopt a resolu- 
tion introducing a “drastic change” 
in those relations, Interfax reported. 

Kuchma responded in Zaporizhia 
that any resolution by the parliament 
on Kyiv’s relations with the alliance 
“will under no circumstances affect 
those relations. We believe that we 
are implementing a balanced policy 
in our relations with NATO,” 
Kuchma added. 

Meanwhile, the parliament on 
April 6 failed to approve a resolu- 
tion calling on the cabinet to suspend 


Ukraine’s Bosnia role unchanged 


(Eastern Economist)—’The responsibilities of Ukraine’s peace- 
keeping battalion in Bosnia remain unchanged,” said battalion com- 
mander Serhiy Malynovsky April 1. 


The battalion has conducted 40 patrols since arrival in Bosnia, with 
Ukrainian soldiers practicing parachute jumps jointly with French 
and German battalions on a daily basis. 

The battalion’s responsibilities include guarding the strategically 
important bridge over the Neretva River. 


cooperation with NATO and con- 
demning the “aggressive character” 
of NATO’s strikes against Yugosla- 
via, AP reported. 
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At this point in time it is quite jus- 
tifiable to call NATO’s Kosovo strat- 
egy an abject failure. The whole 
purpose of the military action was 
to prevent the “ethnic cleansing” 
being carried out by Yugoslav dic- 
tator Slobodan Milosevic against the 
ethnic Albanian Kosovars. The re- 
sult has been the opposite. 

At the time of this writing the 
U.N. High Commissioner for Refu- 
gees estimated that Macedonia has 
received 125,000 refugees, Albania 
226,000 and Montenegro 33,000, 
This has put the limited facilities in 
poor border areas under what aid 
agencies say is an “impossible 
strain.’ That same day another 
50,000 refugees poured out of 
Kosovo. 

In addition there were some 
60,000 Kosovar Albanians trapped 
in “no man’s land” on the 
Macedonian border, as well as on 
the Albanian frontier. Many of them 
had been without food for 48 hours. 
There were reports of deaths, largely 
from hypothermia. 

According to NATO officials, at 
the current rate of departures, 
Kosovo will be entirely emptied of 
its ethnic Albanian population 
within 10 to 20 days. 

In other words, Slobodan 
Milosevic will have accomplished 
his goal — namely removing all the 
Kosovar Albanians so he can resettle 
the area with ethnic Serbs. 

British officials confessed to a 
“failure of imagination. . . as they 
had not expected the speed, scale 
and savagery with which Milosevic 
has emptied whole towns of 
Kosovo.” Well what did they expect. 

NATO launched its air strikes 
against Yugoslavia under the 
premise that the bombing would 
force Milosevic back to the negoti- 
ating table and get him to agree to 
the terms of the Rambouillet agree- 
ment under which he would agree 
to the placement of 45,000 NATO 
peacekeeping troops for three years 
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after which the people of Kosovo 
would decide their future. Milosevic 
is as unlikely now as he was before 
to agree to such terms. The Kosovars 
would inevitably vote for indepen- 
dence and Kosovo — which the 
Serbs consider “sacred territory” as 
a result of the historic battle of 1389 
which Serbia lost to the Ottoman 
Turks — would be lost. Instead of 
bringing Milosevic back to the ne- 
gotiating table, all the bombings 
succeeded in doing was accelerat- 
ing the speed at which Milosevic 
was cleaning out the Kosovar Alba- 
nians. 

At the present time the Rambouil- 
let agreement is nothing but a pipe 
dream. Even if Milosevic were to 
agree to let the Kosovar Albanians 
back into their homes (a highly un- 
likely proposition), would they re- 
turn after seeing friends and 
neighbours massacred and them- 
selves being forced out of their 
homes with nothing but the clothes 
on their back? Not likely. Milosevic 
will cease his “ethnic cleansing” the 
moment he has cleared all the 
Kosovar Albanians out. What will 
NATO do then? Continue bombing 
Yugoslavia? For what purpose? 

While the idea of using NATO as 
an international police force to pre- 
vent ethnic cleansing and genocide 
around world has merit, the way this 
crisis has been handled was totally 
wrong. You cannot stop an ground- 
based army from killing people by 
air strikes alone. If NATO had been 
serious about preventing this ethnic 
cleansing then member nations 
should Бауе had the political will to 
mobilize ground forces, push the 
Yugoslav Army out of Kosovo, and 
establish a peacekeeing mission 
once peace had been made. 

The trouble is NATO countries are 
so afraid of having any casualties 
that they are unable to take the 
proper decision. And why are they 
afraid? These are professional 
armies — not conscripted ones. Sol- 
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diers who enter military service do 
this with the knowledge that they 
may be called upon to put their lives 
at risk. That is what military service 
is all about. 

If NATO wants to establish itself 
as an international police force 
which would prevent genocide 
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Learning from NATO’s Kosovo failure 


around the world, then it should. But 
its actions should not be limited to 
Europe alone, but all around the 
world — in Africa, Asia and any 
other place where despots believe 
they can resolve ethnic conflicts 
through genocide. And certainly in 
the 21st century there is aneed fora 
military force which would enforce 
the position that such acts of geno- 
cide which marred the history of the 
20th will no longer be tolerated by 


civilized nations. 

But in order to make such a policy 
there is need for a political will to 
do whatever is necessary to prevent 
the killing of innocent people — 
even if it means risking casualties. 
It is time for NATO members to se- 
riously consider their role in the 21st 
century. Because fiascos such as the 
Kosovo crisis serve only to demean 
NATO and make it the laughing- 
stock of the world. 
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A response 


to Kuropas 


re: MUN and Plawiuk 


It was surprising that Mr. Kuropas wrote the "Ве- 
turn of the natives”. 

Usually, Mr. Kuropas writes well documented and 
beneficial pieces for the Ukrainian community — this 
surely wasn’t one of them. As a result, it dismays me 
that the Ukrainian News decided to reprint this gibber- 
ish in your Feb 24 - March 9, 1999 issue. 

Now, I hope you will reprint the rebuttal to the 
Kuropas piece which appeared in the March 14th issue 
of The Ukrainian Weekly on p. 7. 

Yurij Serhijezuk, 
A former UNYF member and currently a UNF 
member (bom in Canada) 

P.S. Otherwise keep up the good work!!! 


Dear Editor: 

I am writing this letter regarding the column by Dr. 
Myron Kuropas that was published on January 24 un- 
der the rather interesting heading “Return of the Na- 
tives.” 

Because in our society it is intolerable and unaccept- 
able to defame and attack our distinguished leaders, 
who by their devotion and self-sacrifice have worked 
tirelessly for our homeland, Ukraine — for which they 
deserve our mutual respect and honor —I, in concert 
with my fellow acquaintances, am compelled to write 
and rectify these errors. 

In his article, Dr. Kuropas attempts, clumsily and 
comically, to divide our society into two groups: the 
“natives” and “others”, and in so doing introduces a 
form of discrimination. 

As a member since 1948 of the Ukrainian National 
Federation of Canada (known as UNO, from its ЮКгаї- 
nian language name), I would like to point out the fol- 
lowing: 

1. Dr. Kuropas incorrectly asserts that Sen. Pavlo 
Yuzyk, Messrs. W. Topolnytzkyj, Ivan Hewryk, 
Mychailo Pohoretskyj and Wolodymyr Klymkiw were 
dismissed from membership in UNO. There was no 
“cleansing ог gleaning” of membership. Any differ- 
ences of opinion, a normal occurrence in any organi- 
zation, were fully discussed and resolved at the 
organization’s conventions, and never led to a break- 
up of the organizational structure of UNO in Canada. 

2. It is truly a misstatement of fact to assert that in 
the 1960s the board of directors of UNO, headed by 
Mykola Plawiuk, moved to dismiss longtime UNO 
President Wolodymyr Kossar. Mr. Kossar was the presi- 
dent of the UNO national executive board from 1937 
to 1954. In 1954, as a result of the transfer of the Cen- 
tral Organization of UNO from Winnipeg to Toronto, 
Vasyl Hultaj, a longtime member, became UNO presi- 
dent. 

3. Dr. Kuropas notes that in 1960 he visited Toronto 
because he was concerned about the Ukrainian National 
Youth Federation in Canada (MUN). For many years 
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MUN existed in Canaan thus the concern expressed 
by Dr. Kuropas seems odd indeed, since he was not 
able to preserve MUN’s continued existence in the U.S. 
during this time Mr. Plawiuk was active in the leader- 
ship of not only UNO, but also Plast. His relationship 
with other youth organizations was quite evident 
through the work accomplished, and was not relegated 
to merely complaining about others. Perhaps this caused 
a tinge of jealousy on the part of Dr. Kuropas due to 
the lack of similar successes in MUN and other similar 
organizations in the U.S. 

4. Itis quite possible that Dr. Kuropas was not pleased 
by the fact that Mr. Plawiuk prized the work of Sen. 
Yuzyk quite highly and objectively. In fact, Sen. Yuzyk 
worked closely with Mr. Plawiuk for many years; they 
helped each other in their responsible civic and politi- 
cal work. 

5. Judging by his article, it appears that Dr. Kuropas 
considers himself infallible and as such is able to criti- 
cize others. Strange indeed are his assertions regard- 
ing the vast problems created not only in the U.S., but 
also in Ukraine by Mr. Plawiuk. We are to conclude 
from this that the Ukrainian community in Canada made 
a serious mistake in electing Mr. Plawiuk chairman of 
UNO; that VZUN (Velykyi Zbir Ukrainskykh 
Nationalistiv) erred in electing him chairman of the 
Leadership of Ukrainian Nationalists (PUN); and that 
it was a mistake to elect him vice-president of the Ukrai- 
nian National Council (Rada), and, after the death of 
President Mykola Liwytskyj, president of the Govern- 
ment,Center of the UNR-in-exile. 

As well, Dr. Kuropas would have us believe that the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress and the world Congress 
of Ukrainians erred by as bestowing upon Mr. Plawiuk 
their highest honours. It seems, that both presidents of 
Ukraine made similar mistakes: President Leonid 
Kravchuk by granting Ukrainian citizenship to Mr. 
Plawiuk, and President Leonid Kuchma by awarding 
Mr. Plawiuk a medal for distinguished work in rebuild- 
ing and preserving Ukrainian statehood. 

Should he care to make the effort, Dr. Kuropas can 
availyhimself of numerous documents in the Central 
Office of the Olzhych Foundation in Kyiv attesting to 
Mr. Plawiuk’s diligence. 

I believe that Dr. Kuropas possesses both the intel- 
lectual and physical potential to better serve the Ukrai- 
nian diaspora, which is currently enduring a smear cam- 
paign and attack by our “friends,” as well as Ukraine 
itself in its efforts to rebuild our state and national spirit. 

Dr. Iwan Woychyshyn, Toronto 

The writer is chairman of the Olzhych Foundation 

of Canada. 


Rukh faction plans democratic coalition 


(JF Monitor)—With the Ukrainian presidential elec- 
tions scheduled for this October in mind, the reformist 
wing of the Rukh party and the liberal wing of the 


Reaction to Kostenko’s announcement was mixed 
and Kostenko appeared contradict himself. Udovenko’s 
faction suggested that the Rukh might reunify. 
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People’s Democratic Party (NDP) are negotiating a 


coalition. 


The reformist Rukh faction, headed by Yuriy 
Kostenko, parted ways with Rukh and its charismatic 


Kostenko, judging by his recent statements, will be 


reluctant to support this. Neither, given both Kostenko’s 


strained relations with Udovenko after the Rukh split 
and Udovenko’s scanty support outside his own fac- 
tion, is Udovenko’s nomination by a wide coalition 
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" long-time leader Viacheslav Chornovil shortly before 


his death last month. 

The liberal NDP faction, led by Anatoliy Matvienko 
(who reportedly may be dismissed as NDP chairman, 
had dissented from that party’s central committee’s 
support of incumbent President Leonid Kuchma. 

Kostenko proposed that in May a congress will be 
held of all “‘national-democratic and patriotic forces” 
in Ukraine — which number some 10 to 12 political 
parties — to nominate a single presidential candidate 
in the upcoming October presidential elections. Those 
whom Kostenko cited as possible candidates include 
Kuchma, former Premier Yevhen Marchuk and 
Hennadiy Udovenko, leader of the rival Rukh wing. 


likely. Further, Kostenko, despite having included 
Marchuk as a possible candidate, also denied that his 
wing will support him. 

Matvienko, for his part, said in a recent newspaper 
interview that if the NDP nominates Kuchma, it would 
discredit itself, because “he does not need a political 
force, but a loyal bureaucracy.” Kostenko’s followers 
have indicated several times that Rukh would not back 
Kuchma. 

On the surface, then, Rukh — which evidently has 
yet to resolve its identity crisis — appears decidedly 
unclear about who it will select as a presidential candi- 
date in this year’s race. 


OO вим аю о а чо под дно 
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Montreal Orthodox parish 
protests Katriuk ruling 


(UkrNews)—A Ukrainian Orthodox parish in Montreal 
is urging Immigration and Citizenship Minister Lucienne 
Robbillard to reject Justice Marc Nadon’s recommenda- 
tion that Vladimir Katriuk be deported for making false 
statements upon entering Canada. 

“Tf you rule to expel Mr. Katriuk from Canada, you 
will show the world that Canada 15 not a place where 
the rule of law and justice operates. Communist dicta- 
torships trumped up charges based on technicalities, to 
suit their purposes and you are emulating them by try- 
ing to expel someone on a technicality and supposi- 
tions,” state Rev. G. Brygidyr, parish priest and V. 
Zwetkow, parish council president of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of St. Mary The Protectress, in a 
March 23 letter to the minister. 

“The Liberal Party, as a party that promotes unfair, 
discriminatory, and unjust policies with respect to de- 
portation and denaturalization will pay dearly in the 
future,” they add. 

In a 98-page ruling released Jan. 29, Justice Marc 
Nadon said the 77-year-old Katriuk had falsified his 
application upon coming to Canada in 1951. 

Katriuk, who had been a member of a Ukrainian 
Waffen SS unit which deserted the Nazis and joined 
the French Resistance in 1944. He subsequently joined 
the French Foreign Legion, but deserted that unit when 
told he would be sent to fight in French Indochina (now 

Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia). 

To evade French police he used his brother-in-law’s 
name under which he emigrated to Canada in 1951. 

Upon applying for Canadian citizenship several years 
later he acknowledged his deception and was granted 
citizenship. ; 

Katriuk now faces deportation under the 
government’s Deportation and Denaturalization (D & 
D) policy which the government claims is aimed at rid- 
ding Canada of “Nazi war criminals”. 

Yet in none of the D & D cases which have either 
been decided, are in the process of being decided, or 
are currently before the courts has the government 
brought forward any evidence of individual war crimes. 

In his ruling on the Katriuk case, Justice Nadon stated 
that “the minister did not adduce any evidence other 
than that of expert historians that the respondent com- 
mitted war crimes.” oO! 

“Did' any actions taken by Mr. Katriuk’s battalion 
involve alleged ‘war crime’ activity? If not, what proof 
is there that Mr. Katriuk was personally involved in 
any alleged war crime activity?” states the letter. 

“Fundamentally, Mr. V. Katriuk supplied a false name 
on his application for Canadian citizenship and he cor- 
rected this of his own volition in due time. If supplying 
a false name is a crime deserving of deportation, a con- 
siderable number of Jewish immigrants, who entered 


other Members of Parliament to back it. 


Kilgour, John Williams and Ken Epp. 


tiatives,” he says. 


Alberta USRL 
urges MPs to back 
Genocide Bill 


(UkrNews)—The Alberta Ukrainian Self-Reliance supports the 
Private Member’s Bill C-479, brought forward by Sarkis Assadourian, 
MP Brampton, which would establish a permanent exhibit within the 
Canadian Museum of Civilization which would honour all victims of 
crimes against humanity committed in the 20th century and is urging 


“Although it is not our purpose to present you with a history les- 
son, several points are noteworthy. Leading genocide scholars have 
pegged the number of victims of genocidal acts perpetrated in this 
century at 170 million. Sixty-five per cent of those were committed 
by Communist regimes, and of those 62 million or 36% of the total 
were perpetrated by the former Soviet Union,” states AUSRL Presi- 
dent Eugene Harasymiw in a letter sent Edmonton and Northeastern 
Alberta Members of Parliament: Peter Goldring, Ian McClelland, 
Rahim Jaffer, Jack Ramsay, Leon Benoit, Deborah Grey, David 


“Our organization, along with the entire Ukrainian community, 
seeks your support for this most worthy project. The present federal 
government must not be allowed to be guided (as it is in the denatu- 
ralization and deportation process) by those who promote selectivity, 
inequality, contempt and exclusion in the area of publicly funded ini- 


The AUSRL, formed in 1927, has over 1,000 members in Alberta. 


Canada using false information, should also be de- 
ported. This is obviously a ludicrous and unjust posi- 
tion to take, but, this is what this ruling implies. 

“Let’s call a spade a spade. if someone is suspected 
of war crimes, get the evidence, go to trial, and prove 
your case. No one argues with this because this is the 
way justice works in democracies. Threatening to de- 
naturalize someone by using a minor technicality, some- 
thing which could touch up to ten percent of Canada’s 
population, shows a disregard for fairness. 

“We draw your attention as to why people from East- 
ern Europe gave false information on their applications 
for Canadian citizenship. They were driven to this by 
the acts against humanity perpetrated by allied роу- 
ernments, including the Canadian government. In op- 
eration ‘Keelhaul’, millions of innocent adults and chil- 
dren were repatriated to the Soviet Union to be executed 
or to die horrible deaths in concentration camps. In order 
to escape this, innocent people were forced to give false 
identification and false information as to their coun- 
tries of origin. Thus, the inducement for this misrepre- 
sentation was the callous inhumanity of Western gov- 
ernments, including the Canadian government and 
Canadian officials, who sent innocent people to their 
deaths. We strongly urge you to investigate this issue 
and bring to trial those in Canada responsible for car- 
rying out, or taking part in, the forcible repatriation of 
Soviet citizens after World War II. This was one of the 
most heinous crimes, carried out not during war time, 
but, during the time when peace had returned to Eu- 
rope. It seems that the Minister of Justice has all kinds 
of money to spend on questionable projects such as 
hiring the infamous (former US Office of Special In- 
vestigations Director) Mr. (Neal) Sher. It is time the 
Minister of Justice did something more constructive 
and investigated crimes against humanity perpetrated 
by Canadian officials in Europe. 

“The decision by the Liberal government, and by you 
Minister Robbillard to institute a policy of unwarranted 
denaturalizations, based on false information on appli- 
cation for citizenship, will not be accepted by all fair- 
minded citizens of Canada. We want you to hear us 
loudly and clearly: we do not want to relive the horrors 
and injustice of repatriation, this time on Canadian ter- 
ritory. We do not want Keelhaul II. 

“The matter of Jewish immigration into Canada af- 
ter the Second World War shows the same lack, on the 
part of Canadian officials, of concern for human dig- 
nity and basic human rights. Jews were denied entry 
into Canada simply because of their ethnic origin. They 
were, therefore, forced to enter Canada under false pre- 
tences. This is another matter that needs to be explored 
in order to gain a better perspective on immigration 
into Canada after World War II,” the letter states. 
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Христос Воскрес! 
Во 


We Continue to Serve Ukrainian Customers 
Mu дальше обслуговуємо українських клієнтів 


Delton Branch 
12809 - 82 St., Edmonton, АВ Т5Е 259 
Tel.: 496-2100 


Your Ukrainian Banking Centre 
Ваш Український Банковий Центр 


S CAPITAL CITY SAVINGS 


В День найбільшої радости 


ВОСКРЕСЕННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО 


ЩИРО Й СЕРДЕЧНО ВІТАЄМО 
ВСІХ НАШИХ 


ПРИЯТЕЛІВ, ПОКУПЦІВ 


Ї ЗНАЙОМИХ 
ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 


УКРАЇНСЬКА КНИГАРНЯ 
В ЕДМОНТОНІ 


UKRAINIAN BOOK STORE 
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Христос Воскрес! 


З нагоди 
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найщиріші побажання 
Головній Управі Братства, Крайовим 
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Ветеранських Організацій, Усім нашим 
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КРАЙОВА УПРАВА 
БРАТСТВА КОЛ. ВОЯКІВ 1-ої УД УНА 
В КАНАДІ 
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BP України вперше брала участь у 
Міжпарламентської асамблеї країн СНД 


Віктор Бикодір 

(КБУВ)- Депутати Верховної Ради України 
від фракцій PYXy та Народно-демократичної 
партії відмовилися брати участь у засіданні 
Міжпарламентської асамблеї країні СНД, що 
минулого тижня проходило в Петербурзі. 

Напередодні першого засідання МПА СНД за 
участю України як повноправного члена цієї 
організації 54 депутати звернулися до 
Конституційного Суду України з поданням про 
визнання неправочинною нещодавно ухваленої 
парламентом постанови «Про приєднання Верховної 
Ради України до Угоди про Міжпарламентську 
асамблею держав-учасниць СНД» Автори подання 


вважають, що ця постанова за змістом та суттю 
суперечить Основному закону держави і була 
ухвалена з грубими порушеннями процедур розгляду. 

Делегацію українського парламенту очолював 
Голова Верховної Ради України Олександр 
Ткаченко, палкий прихильник інтеграції України 
з Росією та Білоруссю. Засідання МПА СНД 
стосувалося переважно питань законодавчого 
забезпечення боротьби із злочинністю, хоч для 
українського спікера це й не мало суттєвого 
значення: головне для О. Ткаченка - утвердження 
себе як головного «інтегратора» напередодні 
президентських виборів, у яких він, ймовірно, 
братиме участь. 


СКУ стурбований вступленням 


України до 


Світовий Конгрес Українців глибоко 
стурбований недавніми подіями у Верховній 
Раді України, а саме прийняттям постанови 
про вступлення України до Міжпарламентарної 
Асамблеї СНД. Оскільки чисельність 


голосування було 230 голосів за постановою, 


а тільки 42 голоси проти, ми підозріваємо, що 
ця постанова не могла пройти таким вислідом 
без піддержки не тільки Голови Верховної 
Ради але також Президента та Прем'єра 
України. Ця постанова кривдяча для 
українського народу який впродовж історії 
зазнав чимало лиха внаслідку союзів чи 
воз'єднань з північним сусідом. Рівночасно це 
рішення подає сигнал західному світу та його 
структурам нечіткої політики України. 
Звертаємось до Президента та Прем'єра 


МПА СНД 


України, подати вияснення - яку користь 
принесе Україні ця постанова? Одночасно 
звертаємось до Голови Верховної Ради, щоб 
він поводився як голова парламенту суверенної 
держави а не лакей чужої зогнилої імперії. 
Українська діаспора, яка своїми починами та 
своєю допомогою намагається скріпити 
незалежну демократичну українську державу 
висловлює своє невдоволення і обурення 
відносно цього деструктивного акту Верховної 
Ради. Хочемо вірити, що це рішення буде 
відкликане Верховною Радою або, що 
Президент, як голова держави та захисник 
Конституції України, унеможливить його 
виконання. 
Аскольд Лозинський, Президент 
Віктор Педенко, Генеральний Секретар 


950 Маїп 51. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 


Ph. (204) 989-7400 HAPPY EASTER! 


to ali our members from the Board 
of Directors, Management and Staff 
of Carpathia Credit Union. 


CHRIST IS RISEN! 


1341 A Henderson Hwy 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Ph: (204) 989-7411 
Вельмишановні Панове, 
80-2200 McPhillips St. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Ph.: (204) 989-7444 


or visit us at:|\www.carpathiacu.mb.ca Идеться тут про дітей, 


Пересилаємо вам Заяву бать- 
ківського комітету 9 кл. Ne 33 
школи міста Симферополя. 


стали першими українськими 
школярами Криму, бо їх батьки 


May the Risen Christ bring you and your family peace, 
joy and contentment during this blessed Easter Holiday! 
XPHCTOC BOCKPEC! BOICTHHY BOCKPEC! 


Self Contained Residence for Seniors 
Незалежна Резиденція для Сеньйорів 


St. Andrew's 


Ukrainian Selo 
8025 - 101 Ave., Edmonton 
Ph.: (403) 469-4141 


Ukrainian Dnipro 
Senior Citizen's Home 
11030 - 107 Ave., Edmonton 
Ph.: (403) 425-5097 


» 1 block from St. John's Cathedral 
e 2 blocks from Shopping Centre 
» Near Bus Route 
» Chapel in Building 
¢ Lounge Areas for visiting 
» Seniors Club 
» Social Activities 
жжж 


5 blocks from St. Andrew's Parish 
¢ Taxi Service provided to Church 
¢ Located on Bus Route 
¢ Central Court Yard 
» Lounge Areas for Visiting 
» Seniors Club 
» Social Activities 
жжж 
5 бльоків від Собору Св. Андрєя 
Обслуга Таксі до церкви 
Приміщене при автобусовій лінії 
- Центральний парк 
- Приміщення для відвідин 
¢ Клюб сеньйорів 
Суспільні програми 


1 бльок від Катедри Св. Ївана 

2 бльоки від комплексу крамниць 
Близько автобусової лінії 
Каплиця в будинку 

Приміщення для відвідин 

Клюб сеньйорів 

Суспільні програми 


Rent: 30% of Total Income 
Рент: 3090 від цілої платні 
Dnipro-Selo Housing Society 
Marlene Krokosh - Administrator 


Дніпро- Село Житлове Товариство 


арлін Крокош - Адміністратор 


вибороли в 1991 р. першу укра- 
їнську класу. Тепер вони вже 
дев'ятикласники в школі Ne 33, 
де всі класи 3 1 по 9 є україн- 
ські. 

Але наступ російських шові- 
ністів у Криму продовжується! 
Державна адміністрація Криму 
не хоче відкрити в школі 10 
кл. пропонуючи, щоб учні 
розійшлися по інших (читай 
російських) школах. 

Вельмишановні! Переконливо 
просимо заяву батьків у вашому 
високоцінному часописі. 

Треба захистити дітей та їх 
батьків, які пережили дев'ять 
років поневірянь і приниження, 
але вистояли у своєму бажанні 
бути українськими школярами 
в Українській державі. 

Їз щирим привітом 

Управа Канадського 
Товариства Приятелів 
України, відділ Торонто. 


Заява 

Ми батьки учнів 9 українсь- 
кого класу, українсько-росій- 
ської школи І-І ступені Ne 33 
міста Сімферополя, протестуємо 
проти знущання і морального 
приниження, яке доводиться 
переносити нам і нашим дітям 
всі вісім років їхнього навчання 
в українському класі. В 1991 
році коли наші діти пішли в 1 
український клас, замість класної 
кімнати їм було запропоновано 
підвал по вул. Ковильній, в надії 
що ми не витримаємо і переве- 
демо дітей до російськомовного 
класу. Але цього не сталось. 

Міськвно було змушено виді- 
лити нам класну кімнату в 33 
школі. Потім після 3-го класу 
наші діти навчались в середній 
школі Ne 23, де теж були не 
прошеними гостями. Нарешті в 
1997 році всі українські класи 
від 1 по 8 були за нашим 


Батьки в Криму протестують проти 
знущання над дітьми 


проханням зібрані в 33 школі, 
якій було надано статус україн- 
сько-російської І-П ступені. Нас 
вже тоді турбувало майбутнє 
дітей 1 ми надсилали листи в 
міськвно з проханням надати 33 
школі третю ступінь. Відповідь 
була: «ваше прохання буде 
задовільнено». В цьому році 
наші діти закінчують 9 клас і 
переходять до 10. В нашій школі 
вже вибудувалась структура 
однокомплектної української 
школи 1-Ш ступені, в цьому році 
тут вже буде десять 
україномовних класів. Ми не 
бачимо причин, які б заважали 
надати 33 школі ПІ ступінь. В 
школі підібрався кваліфікований 
педагогічний колектив на чолі 
з директором Горб Людмилою 
Їванівною та Лупачевим Ї.Ф., які 
створили ауру добра і теплих 
відносин між учнями, педагогами 
та батьками, якої не було в ін- 
ших школах. Але знову міськвно 
випробовує нерви батьків, про- 
понуючи нашим дітям в 10 клас 
розійтись по інших школах. 
Батьки 9 українського класу 33 
школи категорично проти таких 
«експериментів» над нашими 
дітьми. 

Вимагаємо як найшвидше ви- 
рішити питання надання 33 шко-- 
лі Ш ступені, а також сприяти 
поліпшенню обладнання учбових 
кабінетів та класів. Дев'ять ро- 
ків наші діти навчались за за- 
гально освітньою програмою і 
ми проти переведення їх в будь 
які гімназії чи ліцеї. Ми хочемо 
спокійно продовжувати навчати 
своїх дітей в 33 українській 
школі і заявляємо що від свого 
не відступимось. 


13.02.99 р. 


Батьківський комітет 9 
українського класу 33 школи 
м. Сімферополя. 
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Ambassador says he is victim of 
“misreporting” in internment issue 


(UkrNews)—Canada’s Ambassador to Ukraine says 
he was the victim of “misreporting” over comments 
made on the World War I internment of Ukrainian Ca- 
nadians in Canada. 

“Tn an interview with a distinguished Ukrainian news- 
paper, Den’ (Day), I was asked two questions — the 
first was one, implying that Ukrainian Canadians had 
been interned in the First World War for ethnic rea- 
sons, rather than because their citizenship and the other 
was whether the Ukrainian government should press 
Canada to provide Canada to provide compensation or 
redress to Ukrainian Canadians,” Derek Fraser told a 
breakfast meeting of the Canada-Ukraine Business Ini- 
tiative and the Canada-Ukraine Chamber of Commerce 
in Calgary, March 26. 

“And I gave two answers which were intended to 
keep foreign involvement out of a domestic debate. The 
first answer was to restate the Canadian government’s 
position that internment was because of the citizenship 
of the individuals and not because of their ethnic back- 
ground and the second was to say that the Ukrainian 
government would have great difficulties in raising a 
diplomatic and legal problem... with Canada,” he said 
in answer to a question to clarify his comments. 

Fraser explained that in raising the question with 
Canada the Ukrainian government would have to de- 


(UCCLA)—Canada’s first national internment op- 
erations of 1914-20 are described in a special chap- 
ter entitled “Enemy Aliens” included in World Af- 
fairs: Defining Canada’s Role, edited by Don Quinlan 
for The Oxford University Press Canada (ISBN# 0- 

19-541278-8), intended for use in Canadian high 
schools. . 

The focus of the section is on the War Measures 
Act of 1914 which was used to intern thousands of 
men, and some women and children, in 24 concen- 
tration’ camps ‘located in Canada’s frontier hinter- 
lands. Prisoners were forced to do heavy labour and 
even had their wealth and property looted. Some of 
that wealth remains in Ottawa’s coffers to this day. 

Since the mid-1980s Canada’s Ukrainian commu- 
nity has requested that Ottawa acknowledge this in- 
justice and provide for the restitution of that portion 
of the internees’ wealth that was never returned, to 
be used for various educational purposes. 

Commenting on this book, UCCLA’s director of 
research, Dr Lubomyr Luciuk, noted: 

“This is a welcome addition to the materials that 
are now available on Canada’s first national intern- 
ment operations. Regrettably, in editing this section, 


Internment operations described 
in high school textbook 


cide whether it could speak on behalf of Austria be- 
cause the people had been Austrian citizens and whether 
could it raise the matter so long after the war. 

“The result was they dropped the second question and 
most of the answer. All they printed was that it was so 
long after the war to raise it,” making it look like he was 
offering comment on a domestic debate, Fraser said. 

“To make it worse, the Ukrainian Canadian Civil 
Liberties Association took the Den’ interview, cut out 
the question that had been printed (and) substituted two 
questions of its own. One... suggested I had been asked 
whether the Canadian government should offer an apol- 
ogy and the other was to say that I had been asked 
whether the Canadian government should provide com- 
pensation for property seized by the Canadian govern- 
ment from Ukrainian Canadian in the First World War. 
Neither of these two questions had been presented, 
neither of these two questions were ever raised with 
me,” said Fraser adding that his position abroad is not 
to get involved in a domestic debate and to defend the 
Canadian government position regardless of his own 
views. 

In a press release which appeared in the December 
2-15, 1998 issue of Ukrainian News, UCCLA Chair- 
man John Gregorovich termed Fraser’s comments "ап 
insult to the Ukrainian Canadian community.” 


all references to the nationality of the majority of the 
internees, that is to the fact that these were Ukrainian 
Canadians, were deleted. This does tend to diminish 
the impact of the section, although the series editor, 
Don Quinlan, has confirmed that the omission ‘will 
be clearly corrected in the next edition’ and that the 
nationality of the internees will be mentioned to teach- 
ers whenever the text is presented to them. 

“Both of the photographs included in the section 
show Ukrainian internees, at Cave & Basin in Banff 
National Park, and women and children prisoners at 
Spirit Lake, in northern Quebec. The simple fact that 
the Canada’s first national internment operations are 
now being included in Canadian high schooi text- 
books, and that, in due course, we can expect unam- 
biguous references to the nationality of the majority 
of the victims of these needless measures, is good 
news. It certainly validates our years of effort to have 
this once relatively unremembered episode in Cana- 
dian history taught. 

“T would certainly recommend that the text be used 
in Canadian high schools, especially once the prom- 
ised correction has been made in the next edition,” 
he said. 


Lithuania intends to bring Soviet 
war criminals to justice 


(UCCLA)—The director of research for the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Civil Liberties Association, Dr. Lubomyr 
Luciuk, recently spent a week in Lithuania, working 
with the staff and director of that country’s Genocide 
and Resistance Research Centre. Based in Vilnius, the 
Centre has initiated an intensive research effort into 
Soviet war crimes and crimes against humanity during 
the occupation of Lithuania. 

Dr Luciuk briefed members of the Centre and of the 
University of Vilnius’s Institute of International Rela- 
tions and Political Science on Canada’s efforts to bring 
alleged Nazi war criminals to justice and on Anglo- 
American attitudes toward the issue of the Baltic states 
forcible incorporation in to the USSR. 

He also lectured to students of the Faculty of Law at 
Vytautas Magnus University in Kaunus and interviewed 
Professor Vytatus Landsbergis, the first president of 
independent Lithuania and a leader of Sajudis on the 
issue of bringing communist war criminals to justice. 

Commenting on his work in Lithuania, Dr Luciuk 
noted: 

“Recently there have been discussions in Canada 
about the need for a Genocide Museum that would be 
inclusive, recalling the many episodes of mass murder 

and genocide in the 20th century, not only in Europe 
but in Africa, Asia and Latin America as well. I was 
very pleased to see that Lithuania, a country that has 


only recently re-emerged as an independent state after 
years of Soviet occupation and repression has already 
established a government funded Centre that is collect- 
ing, preserving and making available information about 
Soviet war crimes and crimes against humanity. They 
are also assisting the government of Lithuania in its 
efforts to bring some of those responsible to justice. 

“Currently, Lithuania is officially seeking to have at 
least two such alleged communist war criminals extra- 
dited from Russia and Israel to stand trial for their ac- 
tions during the Soviet period. I was told that there will 
be continuing and increasing efforts to bring such per- 
sons to court. The Lithuanians have also made a great 
effort to preserve the physical evidence of Soviet crimi- 
nality, including turning the old NK VD-KBG prison 
into a permanent museum where visitors are reminded 
of the criminal nature of the communist system. 

“Canada would do well to follow the lead of 
Lithuania and establish a federally funded and perma- 
nent Genocide Museum in our nation’s capital, a cen- 
tre for scholarly research and education that would re- 
mind all of us in this multicultural society of the unfor- 
tunate fact that genocidal regimes have made victims 
of many peoples in many parts of the world both in 
this century and before. All of the victims deserve to 
be remembered and all of those responsible for these 
tragedies condemned,” he said. 
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Russia, Ukraine face expulsion from 
CE unless death penalty abolished 


By Ron Synovitz 

(RFE/RL)—The Council of Europe’s Parliamentary 
Assembly is threatening to expel delegates from Kyiv 
and Moscow unless the death penalty is abolished in 
their countries once and for all. 

When Russia and Ukraine joined the council more 
than three years ago, they promised to protect human 
rights, to carry out judicial reforms and to draw up new 
penal codes that do not include the death penalty. They 
also promised to adopt Protocol Six of the European 
Convention on Human Rights, which bans death sen- 
tences. 

Since then, both countries have declared a morato- 
rium on capital punishment. But legislators in Kyiv and 
Moscow continue to block the promised criminal code 
amendments and passage of Protocol Six. Even more 
disturbing to European officials, they say, was the 
council’s discovery that authorities in Kyiv lied about 
declaring a moratorium. 

Hanne Severinsen — a member of the Parliamen- 
tary Assembly’s Monitoring Committee — tells RFE/ 
RL that Ukraine’s membership in the Council of Eu- 
rope is now at risk because authorities secretly executed 
prisoners in 1997 after claiming they had stopped the 
practice. 

“What is special for Ukraine was the secrecy of their 
executions. I was shocked to hear that they continued 
to execute people [after] they had promised not to do 
it. They had turned it into a state secret.” 

Last month, German Foreign Minister Joschka 
Fischer said Ukraine’s relations with the West are threat- 
ened because of Kyiv’s failure to respect what he called 
“contractual obligations” to scrap the death penalty. 
Fischer — the current president of the European 
Union’s Council of Ministers — lists capital punish- 
ment, together with Chornobyl, as issues undermining 
EU-Ukrainian relations. 

Renate Wohlwend — a member of the Legal Affairs 
Committee of the Council of Europe’s Parliamentary 
Assembly — also is concerned about the lack of judi- 
cial safeguards in Russia and Ukraine. 

Wohlwend notes numerous capital cases in Russia 
where confessions allegedly were obtained under du- 
ress and torture. She said miscarriages of justice seem 


“not only possible, but probable” in Russia. She also 
quotes research by Valeriy Borshey — a human rights 
consultant to President Boris Yeltsin — who found ju- 
dicial errors in one-third of Russia’s death-penalty 
cases. Russian authorities admit that at least 53 prison- 
ers were put to death before a moratorium on execu- 
tions was declared in August 1996 — more than half a 
year after joining the Council of Europe. 

The London-based human rights organization Amnesty 
International says Moscow also is not telling European 
officials about all of the executions there. Amnesty In- 
ternational says at least 140 prisoners were put to death 
in the Russian Federation during 1996 alone. 

Despite the Kremlin’s claim that there have been no 
executions in the Russian Federation during the last 
two-and-a-half years, western correspondents have 
witnessed public executions under Islamic law in the 
breakaway republic of Chechnya. Courts in other Rus- 
sian regions continue to issue death sentences under 
the latest criminal code, which came into effect in 1997 
— nearly a year after Russia joined the Council of 
Europe. That criminal code lists five capital offenses. 
The governor of the Omsk Region, Leonid Polezhayey, 
is urging the adoption of a law permitting the use of 
the death penalty in drug-dealing cases. 

Other regional governors — aware of polls showing 
that most Russians favor capital punishment to deter 
crime — say it would be political suicide to advocate 
abolition of the death penalty. 

Central and Eastern European states that have abol- 
ished the death penalty generally are those making the 
most serious efforts to position themselves for mem- 
bership in the EU — such as Estonia, Poland, the Czech 
Republic, Hungary and Slovenia. Others include 
Lithuania, Croatia, Romania, Bulgaria, Slovakia, 
Macedonia and Moldova. 

The foreign affairs committee of the Latvian Parlia- 
ment has backed a draft law expected to get a final 
reading after spring recess. 

But as in Russia and Ukraine, a growing crime rate 
and recent well-publicized murder cases have raised 
popular support for capital punishment. That makes it 
more difficult for politicians to support legislation that 
would abolish executions. 


Rukh attacks Tkachenko’s press stance 


(Eastern Economist)—Rukh 
Leader Yuriy Kostenko attacked 
parliamentary Speaker Oleksandr 
Tkachenko’s March 25 threat to de- 
prive journalists of accreditation for 
reporting on March 24 events in the 
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Verkhovna Rada as, “a direct viola- 
tion of freedom of speech.” 

Tkachenko’s threats came follow- 
ing March 25 press reports that the 
Rada had called for denunciation of 
Ukraine’s non-nuclear status. 

“The communist-criminal Rada 
majority does not want the people 
to know about the activity of the 
deputies,” Kostenko said. 


Ukraine to take in refugee children 


(Eastern Economist)—During an April 6 conference at the For- 


He labeled a tabled decree on re- 
considering Ukraine’s non-nuclear 
status as “political adventurism” 

“US$100 billion is needed to re- 
gain nuclear status and this is totally 
unrealistic,” he said, arguing that the 
move would also, “lead to a loss of 
foreign investment and hurt eco- 
nomic cooperation with other coun- 
tries.” 
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eign Ministry a decision was reached to give help to Yugoslavian 
citizens fleeing the country’s borders in the wake of the Kosovo cri- 
sis. 

It was announced that Ukraine is ready to welcome refugee chil- 
dren to rest and recuperate at health resorts across the country. Ac- 
cording to UN data, there are currently 1.6 million refugees from 
Kosovo, 490,000 of which have fled to Macedonia and Albania. 

An April 6 Cabinet resolution allocated Hr 1.4 million worth of 
goods in humanitarian aid to Macedonia in response to the increas- 
ing flood of refugees from Kosovo. 

The Cabinet press-service announced that the aid consists of nu- 
tritional and medical products, to be financed from the Cabinet’s 
reserve fund. The Ministry of Transport will take responsibility for 
transporting the aid. 

Meanwhile, Head of the Foreign Ministry department for political 
analysis and planning Andriy Veselovsky said April 6 that Ukraine 
was counting the cost of losses caused by a break in steamship traf- 
fic on the Danube. The river is blocked following destruction of a 
number of bridges across the river during NATO air strikes. 

Ukrainian companies are suffer daily losses of US$300,000, stated 
Veselovsky. Other data suggests that losses to Ukraine as a result of 
the NATO air strikes and trade blockades could be as high as US$2 
billion. 


Ukraine receives World Bank credit 


(RFE/RL)—The World Bank announced on March 30 that it has granted 
Ukraine loans worth US$110 million, AP reported. The move had been 
expected after the International Monetary Fund agreed to renew a $2.2 
billion loan to Kyiv. Presidential adviser Valeriy Lytvytsky said the World 
Bank loan will lead to greater financial stability in Ukraine. Kyiv had 
warned it might default on its $2 billion or so foreign debt unless it re- 
ceived new loans. Finance Minister Ihor Mitiukov said that even with the 
IMF and World Bank loans, Ukraine is some $100 million short of the 
money needed to service its debts this year. 


Rada ratifies BSF agreements 


(JF Monitor)}—The Verkhovna Rada on March 24 
ratified the set of three agreements on the basing of 
Russia’s Black Sea Fleet in Ukraine. The voting tally 
was 250 in favor (24 more than necessary), 63 opposed, 
and the balance of 450 either not attending, not voting, 
or abstaining. 

The agreements were signed in May 1997 in Kyiv 
by the Russian and Ukrainian prime ministers, at the 
same time that the interstate political treaty was signed 
by the two countries’ presidents. 

The margin of approval was wider that might have 
been expected on the basis of past declarations of par- 
liamentary caucuses. Nor were the agreements chal- 
lenged on constitutional grounds, although some depu- 
ties had earlier planned such a recourse, inasmuch as 
the constitution prohibits the stationing of foreign forces 
on Ukrainian territory. 

The relatively easy approval was spurred by three 
factors. First, by an informal and more or less tacit 
understanding, under which the Rada reciprocated the 
Russian Duma’s ratification of the Russian-Ukrainian 
political treaty. Second, by the condition that Russia’s 
Federation Council attached to its own ratification of 
the political treaty — namely, that it would take effect 
only after Ukraine ratifies the three Fleet agreements. 
That condition represented a strong lever, because the 
political treaty enshrines Ukraine’s existing borders and 
its legal title to the Crimea. Third, and ultimately, by 
the Kuchma administration’s pressure on hesitant Rada 
deputies to vote for ratification. 

The three agreements deal, respectively, with the 
apportionment of the ex-USSR’s Black Sea Fleet’s as- 
sets of all types among Russia and Ukraine (the docu- 
ment dubbed “parameters of the fleet’s division’), the 
legal status and conditions of the Russian fleet’s pres- 
ence on Ukrainian territory, and the settlement of fi- 
nancial accounts resulting from the fleet’s partition and 
from the costs of servicing the Russian fleet in Ukraine. 

Under these agreements, Russia rents a number of 
specified land and water areas for use by its fleet for a 
twenty-year, potentially extensible period. The naval 
port of Sevastopol with its five bays is shared by the 
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Russian and Ukrainian fleets under the principle of si- 
multaneous basing. The agreements set quantitative 
ceilings on the Russian ships, armaments and man- 
power which may be stationed on Ukraine’s land and 
in its territorial waters. Fleet exercises require pre-no- 
tification to and clearance by Ukrainian authorities. 
Russia refunds to Ukraine a total of US$726 million 
— in two distinct accounts of $526 million and $200 
million, respectively — for the value of certain fleet 
assets ceded by Ukraine to Russia. Those sums are to 
be deducted from Ukraine’s state debt to Russia, pay- 
able by 2007. 

Kuchma telephoned Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
for an exchange of congratulations in connection with 
the ratification. These agreements had been the subject 
of arduous negotiations from 1992 to 1997, involving 
Yeltsin and two Ukrainian presidents — Kuchma and 
his predecessor Leonid Kravchuk — before the equally 
arduous ratification process could begin. 


Ukraine notified of BSF plans 


(Eastern Economist)—Parliament’s Committee for 
National Security and Defense Chair Heorhiy 
Kriuchkov announced April 5 that Ukraine was in- 
formed prior to the event of Russia’s plans to send ships 
to the Yugoslavian war zone. 

Kriuchkov added, however, “I cannot predict NATO 
actions against the Russian Black Sea fleet base in 
Sevastopol, should Russia become embroiled in the 
Yugoslavian conflict.” 

Meanwhile, Rukh party leaders issued an April 5 
statement protesting against the departure from 
Sevastopol of Russian BSF war ships to the Nugosla; 
vian war zone. 

The statement, signed by Rukh Leader Sane 
Kostenko, argues that via the move “Russian generals 
have shown the whole world who is really in control in 
Sevastopol and in Crimea.” 

The statement continued: “Ukraine, against its will, 
has become entangled in the Kosovo conflict, thus 
Ukraine itself has become a potential target for a pos- 
sible military strike.” 
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Tatars plan protest actions 


reluctance to tackle Tatar problems the peninsula’s legislature, a demand 
such as unemployment and housing. backed by several other ethnic mi- 

Crimean Tatars are also demand- norities which claim the peninsula 
ing an ethnic quota at all levels of as their homeland: the Karaims, a 


Воскресення бажаємо всім 
радісних Весликодніх Свят 


(Eastern Economist)—Crimean 


Tatars announced plans March 27 to 
hold a number of protest actions 


over what they regard as the state’s 


Rocket launch goes off 
without hitches 


(Eastern Economist)—The Sea Launch project celebrated the suc- 
cessful launch of a three-stage rocket March 28. 

The rocket, including two stages manufactured by Dnipropetrovsk 
company PivdenMash, was launched from a converted oil rig in the 
equatorial region of the Pacific Ocean. 

The launch was the first of its kind, and should go some way to 
repairing confidence in the Ukrainian space industry following last 
September’s disastrous Zenit rocket crash that destroyed US$190 
million worth of Globalstar communication satellites. 

The remote launch site avoids many of the associate risks of 
launches in populated areas, and the equatorial location benefits from 
the earth’s higher rotational speed at the equator, allowing the rocket 
to take on board heavier loads. 


Rada fails to stop cooperation with IMF 


(RFE/RL)—The Supreme Council on March 25 voted four times to 
renounce the 1998 memorandum on cooperation between Ukraine and 
the IMF but failed by a margin of 21 votes to pass an appropriate resolu- 
tion. 

Communist leader Petro Symonenko told the parliament that policies 
outlined in the memorandum amount to the Ukrainian government’s “geno- 
cide against its own people.” 

‘National Bank Chairman Viktor Yushchenko argued that World Bank 
and IMF loans are the only means of replenishing state reserves and fi- 
nancing the budget deficit, other than printing money. 

The parliament on March 26 voted by 231 votes to 44 to adopt a com- 
promise resolution saying that the 1998 memorandum should be revised 
to correspond with Ukrainian law. | 


Kuchma vetoes law on price hikes 


(RFE/RL)—The Ukrainian president on April 5 vetoed a law on utility 
price hikes passed by the parliament on March 17. 

The law obliges the cabinet to ask the parliament for permission to 
raise utility prices and bans the cabinet from such initiatives until it fully 
pays its wage and pension arrears. 

Kuchma has also vetoed a law passed by the parliament last month, 
which raises the minimum monthly pension from 16.6 hryvni (S$6.25) to 
55 hryvni. 

The president argues that Ukraine cannot afford the hike, adding that 
the law would only increase the current pension arrears of 2.3 billion 
(C$873 million), AP reported. 
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small ethnic group of 20,000 with 
Tatar roots and Jewish faith, 
~Crimean Greeks, Armenians, and 
Turks. 

Mass protests are planned for May 
18 to mark 55 years since they were 
deported by Stalin to Kazakhstan, 
Uzbekistan and Siberia. 

The Crimean Tatar parliament, or 
Medjlis, plans a public burning of 
the Crimean Constitution and hopes 
to organize a march on Simferopol, - 
to set up a tent village near the = 
Crimean legislature. 
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САКРАТНІА 
CREDIT UNION 


For nearly six decades Carpathia Credit Union 
has provided comprehensive financial products 
and services to and strongly supported various 
groups and organizations of Winnipeg’s Ukrai- 
nian community. The sixth largest credit union in 
Manitoba, and the largest Ukrainian credit union 
in western Canada, Carpathia Credit Union 
currently has three branches, over 10,000 
members and assets in excess of $120 million. 


You have demonstrated effective change man- 
agement and strategic planning and you are 
known for achieving results through teamwork 
and collaboration. Your ability to communicate, 
or your willingness to learn to communicate, in 
the Ukrainian language and your involvement in 
the Ukrainian community are definite assets. 


Rewards include the opportunity to make a major 
contribution to the growth and development of an 
already strong and distinguished credit union and 
a competitive salary and benefits package. To 
explore this opportunity in complete confidence, 
please forward your resume by April 19, 1999 to: 


Reporting to the Board of Directors, the CEO will 
play a key leadership role in continuing to 
advance the profitability and financial strength of 
Carpathia Credit Union. Competitive candidates 
will have significant senior management and 
financial service sector experience to draw upon, 
preferably in the credit union system, related post 
secondary education, and a proven track record 
as a strong leader. 


Brian Peto, Director, Human Resources 
Credit Union Central of Manitoba 

P.O. Box 9900, 215 Garry Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba ВЗС 3E2 

e-mail: hrd@creditunion.mb.ca 

Fax: (204) 949 0211 Ph.: (204) 985 4732 
Visit: www.carpathiacu.mb.ca 


Христос Воскрес! Boicmunu Воскрес! 


Радісних 
Свят 
Христового 


Воскресення! 


Українському народові в Діяспорі та Україні, 
українським Церквам, церковним, громадським і 
політичним організаціям та нашому членству і 
прихильникам бажають 
Організації Українського Державницького Фронту 
при 
Домі Української Молоді в Едмонтоні 


Ki 
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Benefit Association 
of St. Nicholas of Canada. 


УКРАЇНСЬКЕ ЗАПОМОГОВЕ БРАТСТВО 
СВ. МИКОЛАЯ В КАНАДІ 


804 Selkirk Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba R2W 2N6 
Ph: 582-4882 


- Радісних та щасливих Великодніх 
Свят бажаємо всім нашим 
клієнтам та цілій українській 
громаді 


ae heel 
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Управителі та працівники фірми: 


Market Drugs Medical 
Supplies and. Pharmacy 


10203 - 97 Street, Edmonton 
422-1397 
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ФОТО - РОМАН ПЕТРІВ 


Виступ збірного хору УМТА 


«Moro великого вогню i 


смерть не 


П. Саварин 

Так сказала колись про Шевченка одна з вели- 
кої трійці національних поетів України Леся 
Українка. Ї ці її слова пригадав учасникам голова 
Едмонтонського відділу КУК Степан Романюк, 
відкриваючи в 138-ліття смерти поета, Шевчен- 
ківський концерт в Едмонтоні. Цей концерт 
відбувся в неділю, 14 березня в Домі української 
молоді. Спів-організатором концерту було Укра- 
їнське музичне товариство Альберти (УМТА), 
головою якого є Орест Солтикевич. Він був 
ведучим програми яку приготовила Галя Котович. 

Концерт почався «Заповітом», який відспівали 
всі присутні стоячи, під акомпаніямент Ірини 
Тарнавської на фортепіяні. 

Після вступного слова голови С. Романюка з 
рядом пісень виступило понад пів сотні новацтва 
i юнацтва Пласту 1 СУМ-у під диригентурою 
Ірини Шмігельської, під акомпаніямент Грини 
Тарнавської. Пластуни 1 СУМ-івці відспівали: 
«Поклін тобі, Тарасе», муз. М. Гайворонського, 
«Зацвіла в долині», муз. А. Філіпенка, і «Реве 
та стогне Дніпр широкий», муз. Д. Крижанів- 
ського, а також зарецитували вірш Віри Лебедової 
«Поклін Кобзареві». З черги, драматичний гурток 
при УНО під мистецьким керівництвом Олі Миц 
виконав сценку «Поклін тобі, Тарасе», а гурток 
учнів 5-6 класи української двомовної школи 
св. Матея під диригентурою учительки Лілеї 
Волянської заспівав чотири пісні: «Думи мої», 
«Зоре моя вечірная», «Чом, чом, земле моя» та 
«Садок вишневий коло хати». Оба гуртки чітко 
і гарно вимовляли українські слова, так у сценці 
як і в піснях. «Одинадцяту українську думку- 
шумку» М. Завадського з чуттям виконав на 
фортепіяні Роман Котович, а далі вірш Світлани 
Жолоб «Тарасові», по-мистецьки, як завжди, 
прочитала Галя Цар. 


погасила» 


Восьмою точкою програми, на 15 хвилин, був 
висвітлений уривок відео-плівки за текстом Лесі 
Полуян «Тарас-художник». Зразки малюнків 
Шевченка, виконані сепією, на великім екрані 
ледви було видно, але інформації про Шевченка-- 
художника були дуже цікаві. Нпр., казахи вважа- 
ють Шевченка своїм національним малярем, бо 
будучи на засланні у Казахстані, він намалював 
яких 350 образів-сцен з життя казахів. Зі 
знаменитої, в двох мовах розповіді, було ясно, 
що Шевченко був таким самим геніяльним 
художником-малярем, як і поетом. 

Головною точкою, як звичайно, був виступ 
збірного хору УМТА (з нагоди виступу «Подорож 
по Україні» з Едмонтонською Симфонічною 
орхестрою) під диригентурою Марії Дитиняк, з 
тою ж Іриною Тарнавською при фортепіяні. 


Хор'виконав: «Засвіт встали «козаченьки», омузвюзноно 


М. Лисенка, з овертюри опери «Тарас Бульба»; 
«Гряде орда», муз. В. Кікти, лібретто С. 
Майданської, б частина ораторії «Святий Дніпро», 
солістка JI. Волянська; «Вечорниці», хор 1-о0ї 
дії опери «Катерина» М. Аркаса. При повній 
залі слухачів хор звучав могутньо. 

Після заключного слова О. Солтикевича ще 
раз виступила Г. Цар читаючи «Вірш художн- 
икам» Ольги Марунич. Закінчився концерт україн- 
ським славнем, який відспівав хор і всі учасники 
концерту. 

Автор цього допису вже пів століття живе в 
Канаді і не пригадує випадку, щоб якогось року 
не було Шевченківського концерту. Дай Боже 
щоб так було й далі. Як хтось сказав, «є дата 
народження Шевченка, але дати смерти немає», 
а я додам: і не буде так довго, як довго українці 
в Канаді будуть уряджувати Шевченківські 
концерти. 


Відбулися Наради Вужчої Президії СКУ 


(СКУ) -В неділю, 28-го березня ц.р. в Торонто 
відбулося засідання Вужчої Президії СКУ. Після 
відкриття і молитви присутні вшанували 
мовчанкою св. п. В'ячеслава Чорновола. 

Було обговорено процес аплікації СКУ як 
неофіційного члена до ООН. Для цього будуть 
заангажовані адвокати з Америки і Канади. 

Зроблено план відвідин держав Президентом і 
іншими членами Президії; в 1999 році заплановано 


Договір між Україною 


та Росією вступив у дію 


(КБУВ)- Леонід Кучма та Борис Єльцин 
обмінялися в Москві Ратифікаційними грамотами 
«великого» Договору про дружбу і співпрацю 
між Україною та Російською Федерацією. 
Відтепер Росія де-юре визнає й підтверджує всі 
права України як самостійної країни з власними 
непорушними кордонами. 

Прикро, що умовою набрання чинності цього 
Договору була ратифікація в українському 
парламенті угод щодо Чорноморської фльоти, 
невигідних Україні. Ліві сили нещодавно зуміли 
«проштовхнути» документ і тим самим узаконили 
перебування російських військово-морських сил 
на українській території на двоє десятиліть. 


відвідати - Словаччину, Мадярщину, Румунію, 
Російську Федерацію і Казахстан. 

Проведено дискусію над участю делегації СКУ 
в нарадах Української Всесвітньої Координаційної 
Ради, які мають відбутися в Києві 19 і 20-го 
травня. Під час перебування в Києві заплановано 
зустріч з Президентом України і іншими 
державними діячами. 

Було продискутовано події в Югославії і 
становище СКУ до них. В цій справі виготовлено 
заяву, яка є в прилозі до цього повідомлення. 
Обговорено потребу дії Комісії Людських 1 
Громадських Прав в справах Словаччини, 
Закерзоння і українських моряків в Нігерії. Також 
подано інформації про відновлення праці Ради 
Культури і Світової Кооперативної Ради. 

Про Травневу Акцію СКУ було представлено 
всі частини підготовчої праці. Було розглянуто 
аплікації бажаючих організацій стати членами 
СКУ. В Польщі має відбутися З'їзд українських 
учителів. СКВОР висилає одного представника 
на цей з'їзд. 

Пленарне засідання Президії Секретаріяту СКУ 
відбудеться 14 і 15-го травня в приміщенні 
КУМФ в Торонто, на яке запрошуємо 
представників преси і медії. 

Президія Світового Конгресу Українців 
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Ukraine’s Ambassador to 
Canada to visit Edmonton 


Ukraine’s newly appointed ambassador to Canada will be in Edmonton 
for a special event on May 13. 

Volodymyr Khandogiy took office in Ottawa in November, 1998. His 
visit to Edmonton on May 13 will be his first trip to Alberta. 

Ambassador Khandogiy’s diplomatic experience includes participation 
on Ukraine’s delegation at the united nations, including dealing with dis- 
armament issues and Ukraine’s participation in peacekeeping operations. 
He has authored publications in the fields of disarmament and interna- 
tional security. 

The ambassador will be the keynote speaker at the sixth annual 
fundraising banquet of the Ukrainian Foundation For College Education, 
a charitable educational foundation headquartered in Edmonton. 

For further information or interviews, contact Dr. Roman Petryshyn at 
497-4373, or Bill Pidruchney at 450-8862. 
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Reward for scratch and run. During the Shevchenko Concert on Sunday. 
March 14, 1999 my car 1986 light blue Capri was parked by the main 
entrance of the Ukrainian Youth Complex by the fence facing the main 
door. Someone scratch my new painted car and пеуег left their name or 
phone number. Anyone knowing about the scratch please call 425-9276. 
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Огезі Warnyca, Sonia Sagasz, 


Left to Right: Ed Lysak, Angie Hucaluk, Ambassador Volodymyr Khandohiy, 
Michael Zaleschuk. 


Regina UCPBC hosts 
Ambassador Khandogiy 


Веселих Свят Великодніх Свят! 


Yewchin's Funeral Chapel Ltd. 
Serving All Faiths in St. Paul & Area 


(Regina UCPBC)—The Ukrainian Canadian Profes- 
sional and Business Club and the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress of Regina hosted Ukraine’s Ambassador to 
Canada, Volodymyr Khandogiy at a evening reception 
on March 8, at the Ukrainian Orthodox Auditorium. 

It was the first time that the Ambassador had been 
invited for an official visit to meet Canadians of Ukrai- 
nian descent and Ukrainian organizations in Canada. 
Approximately 100 guests were in attendance to meet 
His Excellency. 

The evening began with the traditional greeting of 
the presentation of bread and salt to His Excellency by 
Lesia Luciuk. Orest Warnyca, President, Regina UCC, 
greeted Ambassador Khandogiy and introduced him to 
Edward Lysak, President of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Professional and Business Club, Regina Branch. The 
attending guests then took the opportunity to speak in- 
formally with the Ambassador. During this time, Olena 
Mykolaivna Baker, entertained with a wonderful se- 
lection of piano pieces. 

Master of Ceremonies Michael Zaleschuk began the 
program for the evening at 7:30 p.m. and asked Mrs. 


Baker to lead in the singing of “O Canada” and the 
Ukrainian national hymn “Shche пе утегіа Ukraina.” 
He then introduced the guests at the head table: 
Angelina Huculak (Regina UCC), Sonia Sagasz 
(Regina UCC), Senator Raynell Andreychuk, Evhenia 
Lysak, Edward Lysak (Regina UCPBC), Ambassador 
Khandogiy, Orest Warnyca (Regina UCC), Gwen 


Warnyca, and Lesia Luciuk. Other guests introduced | 


were: Fr. Andrew Muzyka, Fr. V. Petroushchak, Mr. 
Kaspursky (Saskatchewan Government), Eugene 
Krenosky (President, Saskatchewan Provincial UCC), 
Ostap Skrypnyk (Executive Director, Saskatchewan 
Provincial UCC), and Mr. Luzny (Executive Director, 
Saskatchewan Multicultural Council). Bishop Vasyliy 
of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church said grace and 
dinner was then served. 

Baker, a graduate of the Kyiv Conservatory, delighted 
the guests by singing a lovely rendition of Ukrainian 
songs. Orest Warnyca, on behalf of the Regina UCC, 
and Edward Lysak, on behalf of the Regina UCPBC 
greeted the honoured guest. 


Cheremosh premieres "Катопіоп Hopak”’ 


March 20 saw the lights of City 
Hall ablaze as over 300 “Friends of 
Cheremosh” gathered to support the 
Ukrainian Cheremosh Society in 
anticipation of the Cheremosh 
Ensemble’s 30th Anniversary Cross- 
Canada Tour. Invited guests re- 
sponded to the exciting perfor- 
mances of the Cheremosh Society’s 
groups with contributions totalling 
in excess of $32,000. Cheremosh’s 
national tour is scheduled for the 
Fall of 1999 and Spring of 2000. 

The highlight of the evening was 
the premiere performance of 
“Edmonton Hopak” introduced by 
it’s creator, the Ukrainian 
Cheremosh Society’s Artistic Direc- 
tor, Mykola Kanevets. This upbeat, 
at times playful, always exciting ren- 
dition of Ukraine’s national dance 
speaks to the brilliance of Kanevets’ 
choreography — “Edmonton 
Hopak” performed in the “heart” of 
Edmonton was a fitting tribute to 


PHOTO: ROMAN PETRIW 


both the city and Cheremosh, with \ The plaque presentation. Left to Right: Luba Kuc, Cheremosh Society 


й ° Pre-arranged Funeral Plans " Cremation Available 


» Florals « Monuments Grave Covers 


Box425 645-5177  4201-50Ауе 
1-888-645-5109 St. Paul 


24 Hours Service — John & Caroline Yewchin 


«3 Днем 
Христового Воскресення, 
бажаю всім здорових 
та радісних свят 
ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС». 


Gene Zwozdesky, м... 
Edmonton Mill Creek 
8207 - Argyll Road 
Edmonton, T6C 4B2 
Tel.: 466-3737 


the crowd responding with a stand- 
ing ovation and gencrous donations! 

The evening included perfor- 
mances by the Society’s Chumak 
and Cheremshyna groups, with fea- 
tured performances by Cheremosh. 

Guests were provided a sneak pre- 
view of some of the new costuming 
to be used on tour (designed and 
made in Ukraine). An official an- 
nouncement of Cheremosh’s invita- 
tion from the Aberdeen International 
Festival (Scotland) for a return en- 
gagement for their millennium cel- 


President Darryl Currie, Chester Kuc, Gene Zwozdesky. 


"The Chapel 
on the Boulevard" 


ebrations was also made during the 
evening. 

Bob Chelmick from CBC 
Edmonton acted as Master of Cer- 
emonies and special guest speakers 
included MLA Gene Zwozdesky 
and Councillor Terry Cavanagh. 
Amongst these attending were 
Chester and Luba Kuc the founders 
of Cheremosh, Andrew Hladyshev- 
sky (president of the Taras Shev- 
chenko Foundation and the ESO); 


MLA Julius Yankowsky; John Lo- 
gan from the Alberta Foundation for 
the Arts, Linda Rubin (Edmonton 
Community Foundation), Gordon 
Conway, president of the Alberta 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress, and 
Dr. Roman Petryshyn, Executive 
Director of the Grant MacEwan 
College Ukrainian Resource and 
Development Centre. Also present 
were many of the Society’s past- 
presidents and honourary members. 


Other locations: 


Vegreville - 

Mayerthorpe Wildwood 

Smoky Lake Lamont 
Bob Greschuk 


General Manager 


9709 - 111th Ave. 
Edmonton, Alta 
(403) 426-0050 
(24 hours) 


Jerry Smolyk 


President 


e Prearranged Funeral Plans » Crematorium on location 

e Provincial, National and International Services 

г Facilities also for Intimate Private or Infant or Memorial Services 
» Monuments Available 


i 
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1941 


14 


З радісним днем Христового Воскресення 
бажаємо всім нашим клієнтам, працівникам та 
цілому українському суспільству веселих Свят. 

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 


Dr. Christine Fialka-Eshenko 
& Dr. Iris Kuc 


FAMILY DENTISTS 
#101, 10910 - 105 Ave 
Edmonton, AB T5H 0L3 
Tel.: 420-1510 


УКРАЇНСЬКЕ НАЦІОНАЛЬНЕ ОБ'ЄДНАННЯ 
та 


ОРГАНІЗАЦІЯ УКРАЇНОК КАНАДИ 
Кдмонтон 


вітають 

Крайову Управу, членів та 
членок УНО, ОУК та всіх 
братніх організацій та весь 
український народ із святами 

Воскресіння Христового. 
Хай здійсняться ваші мрії, 

З неба ласки від Марії, 

Від Ісуса благодаті, 

Миру й спокою вам у хаті. 


Чи Ваші діти, чи внуки 
слідкують за подіями в Україні? 


. «Українські вісті» подають дуже багату інформацію про 
Україну і про нашу громаду в Канаді. Тому, що ми також друкуємо 
в англійській мові, нашу газету можуть читати і ті, котрі не 
читають по-українськи. Тим способом можуть познайомитися із 
найновішими подіями в Україні. 

Заповніть, будь ласка, цю форму, а ми вислемо газету 
разом із повідомленням про подарунок. 
Доручаю передплату на 

будь ласка, на таку адресу: 


примірників. Вишліть, 


Мате: 


Address 

City 

Це дарунок від: 
В 


Ргоу. P.Code 


ЦІНИ: 


наді: 
1 рік (24 примірники): 532.50 (Кан.) 
2 роки (48 примірників): 960.00 (Кан.) 
ціна включає ПТО ["GST") 
H ; 


Такі самі ціни, але в американських долярах 


Повітряною поштою: 
Подвійні ціни як «Поза Канадою» 


Наша адреса: Ukrainian News 
Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5M 1Y9 


Tel: (780) 488-3693; Fax: (780) 488-3859 
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Д-р Микола Суховерський Лавреатом 


Медалі Святого Володимира 


З юних літ М. Суховерський 
почав працювати в суспільно 
громадському і політичному 
житті на Буковині. Був головою 
читальні «Українська Школа» в 
Чернівцях, секретарем централі 
тов. «Рідна Школа», секретарем 
старшин юнаків і заступником 
голови акад. козацтва «Запоро- 
же», належав до Спортивних 
Товариств «Довбуш» й «Їван 
Мазепа», був членом екзекутиви 
ОУН на Буковині. 

В жовтні 1941 р. М. Сухо- 
верський був покликаний прово- 
дом ОУН до Берліна і був іме- 
нований членом КЕ ОУН Hi- 
меччини. Там виконував працю 
як організаційний референт КЕ 
ОУН і голова виказкового 
відділу УНО. Він у своїй праці 
засновував і скріплював відділи 
YHO i клітини ОУН в Німеч- 
чині. Від квітня 1942 до травня 
1945 виконував цю саму працю 
що в Берліні так і в Франкфурті 
над Майном (зах. Німмеччина). 

Весною 1945 р. після окупації 
американцями зах. Німеччини 
для упорядкування нашого сус- 


_ пільно-громадського і політич- 


ного життя на еміграції Прези- 
дентом УНР в екзилю JI. Лі- 
вицьким і Головою проводу 
ОУН полк. Мельником був 
започаткований комітет з різних 
політичних і громадських 
організацій. До цих комітетів з 
рамени ОУН були призначені 
інж. О. Бойдуник і д-р М. 
Суховерський, Суспільно-гро- 
мадський сектор увінчався успі- 
хом 1-го листопада 1946 р. в 
Ашафенбурзі було створене 
Центральне Представництво Ук- 
раїнської Еміграції в Німеччині. 
А консолідація українських 
політичних сил увінчалася 
успіхом в 1948 р. Конгресом в 
Мінхені створенням Державного 
Центру УНР в Екзилі i 
Української Національної Ради. 

Окрім праці центральних уста- 
нов суспільного громадського і 
політичного життя М. Суховер- 
ський організував Відділи Спри- 
яння Національній Раді по табо- 
рах в зах, Німеччині. А в пере- 
селенчому таборі Ашафенбург 
був головою таборової ради і 
головою Тов. Сприяння Держав- 
ного Центру УНР і УРАДІ. В 
березні 1949 р. прибув до Ка- 
нади і включився в працю філії 
і відділу КУК в Ріджайні, а в 
травні того року брав участь в 
з'їзді КУКу в Вінніпезі і від 
того часу брав участь майже у 
всіх з'їздах KYKy в Канаді i 
Світового Конгресу Українців. 

Від 1949 до 1990 року, будучи 
організаційним референтом 
УНО на Західну Канаду та голо- 
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Бажаємо Всім 
радісних та здорових 
Великодніх Свят. 


Великого 


Вручення медалі св. Володимира д-рові М. Суховерському під 
час Конгресу СКУ. Зліва на право: Був. голова СКУ Дмитро 
Ціпивник, Д-р Микола Суховерський, був. ген. Секретар СКУ 


Ярослав Соколик. 


вою УНО і гол. КУК Альберти, 
відвідував українські поселення 
в Саскачевані, Альберті i Бри- 
танській Колюмбії. 

Окрім Канади відвідав україн- 
ські поселення в Англії і в AB- 
стралії. Редактор газети «Церква 
i Життя» в Мелборн (Австралія) 
з 18 березня 1949 р. ось так 
характеризує д-р Суховерського: 
«Д-р М. Суховерський в першу 
чергу український патріот. Своїх 
політичних переконань нікому 
не накидає, нікого не переконує, 
він людина щира, прямолінійна, 
його турботи про загальний стан 
української справи; болючо щи- 
рі, тому можна розмовляти з 
ним годинами. Бистрий i цікавий 
співрозмовник. Аргументація яс- 
на, коротка, академічний стиль. 
Зорієнтований у всіх ділянках і 
проявах українського життя,, в 
діаспорі». 

В Канаді М. Суховерський ви- 
конував різні функції в різних 
організаціях, починаючи від секре- 
тарів доходячи до заступників го- 
лів централь і почесних членів 
президії УНО, УСГ і почесного 
голови Провінційної Ради КУК 
Альберти. Окрім українських ор- 
ганізацій, М. Суховерський актив- 
но працював у різних етнічно- 
політичних групах, як Товариство 
Прихильників Об'єднаних Націй, 
Товариство Прихильників Східно-- 
Європейських Народів та Това- 
риство Прихильників Східно-Єв- 
ропейських Студій при Альберт- 
ському Університеті. Брав учась 
у Комітетах Багатокультурности, 
як також організатор спільних 
культурно-виховних свят і за цю 


співпрацю з етнічними групами 
був відзначений Грамотою i най- 
вищою відзнакою Уряду провінції 
Альберти. В 1971 р. на сьомому 
ВЗУН було наділено сімох при- 
сяжних членів ОУН золотими 
Тризубами «За довірчу працю в 
ОУН під час 2-ої Світової Війни», 
між ними відзначено і М. Сухо- 
верського, В 1992 р. М. Суховер- 
ський отримав від Генерал Губер- 
натора Канади канадську державну 
медалю за його співпрацю з етніч- 
ними групами та участь у коміте- 
тах багатокультурности. Він отри- 
мав також почесні грамоти i 
медалі від УНО, КУК, Канадської 
Фундації і різні признання від 
інших українських і чужинецьких 
установ. 

М. Суховерський відвідав Ук- 
раїну 5 разів, читав лекції в 
Кіровоградському; Педагарічному 
інституті, Чернівецькому Універ- 
ситеті, в середніх школах міста 
Чернівців і околиць. За його 
працю був іменований Почесним 
Громадянином міста Чернівці. 
Отримав почесне членство Ук- 
раїнського Національного Руху 
і Почесний Докторат Прав Чер- 
нівецького Університету. Отже 
не диво що на Сьомому Світо- 
вому Конгресі Українців д-р М. 
Суховерський був знову нагород- 
жений медалею св. Володимира - 
Великого, як відомий суспільно- 
громадський діяч та довголітній 
голова, член Управи УНО та 
БО за жертвенну працю для 
добра українського народу. 

За Українсько-Буковинську 
Громаду 
Голова Ярослав Коваль 


Коротко 


Вбивцю 52-х людей засуджено до страти 
(KBYB)—Y Житомирі завершився гучний судовий процес 
над серійним вбивцею Анатолієм Онопрієнком, від рук якого 
загинуло 52 людей в різних областях України. Бандита за- 
суджено до розстрілу, а його спільника - до 13 років ув'язнення. 
Засуджений відмовляється подавати Президентові клопотання 
про помилування, оскільки чудово усвідомлює, що не може 
бути страченим до ухвалення щодо нього окремого рішення 
(можливо, навіть у парламенті). Адже виконання смертних 
вироків в Україні призупинено на вимогу Ради Європи. 


Гривня знову стала стабільною 

(KBYB)—Y березні.цього року інфляція в Україні, як і в 
лютому, зафіксувалася на позначці 1-го відсотока за місяць. 
Це засвідчує настання певної стабільності гривні після 
фінансової кризи, пережитої в кінці серпня минулого року. 
За відомостями Державного статистичного комітету, за 
березень подорожчали ціни на продовольчі товари (1,595), 
непродовольчі товари (0,196) та послуги (0,690). 


Українські альпіністи розпочали 


сходження на найвищу вершину світу 

(КБУВ)- Чергова українська експедиція на Еверест цікава 
тим, що очолює групу альпіністів відомий політик, колишній 
перший віце-прем'єр, а нині голова Рахункової палати Валентин 


Симоненко. 
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Iconography —a Liturgical Art 


By Marcella Ostashewski 

Visitors, who came to the Ukrai- 
nian Village to celebrate the Feast 
of Jordan, had the unique opportu- 
nity to meet special guest, iconog- 
rapher Marianna Savaryn, of 
Edmonton, and to view her accom- 
plished, solemn work. Iconography 
is a liturgical art and as a depiction 
of scripture, is a prayer. An icon is 
an image of the invisible, or simply 
the bearer of information. The icon 
is a painted representation and like 
scripture, icons are meant to teach. 
Being a liturgical art form, icons are 
meant for use in worship in the East- 
ern Byzantine Rite. 

Savaryn knew from the early age 
of seven that she wanted to draw. 
At that stage in her life she did not 
know what she wouid eventually be 
drawing. Marianna, a native of 
Toronto, studied visual arts, special- 
izing in lithography and drawing. 
She received a diploma in Fine Arts 
from Sheridan College. Oakville, 
Ont. in 1983 and in 1984, her Bach- 
elor of Fine Arts in Art and Art His- 
tory from the University of Toronto. 
The following year Marianna re- 
ceived her Bachelor of Education 
degree from Queen’s University, 
Kingston Ont. 

Iconography work began “almost 

by chance” commented Marianna. 
In 1989, her brother was getting 
married and Marianna was search- 
ing for a suitable wedding gift. She 
decided to paint an icon for him. 
This successful artwork led to a 
greater interest and a desire to con- 
tinue studies. In 1989, Marianna at- 
tended a specialized course at Sa- 
cred Arts Academy, Ligonier, PA. 
Upon her return to Edmonton, where 
Marianna, husband Michael and 
their three children have lived since 
1985; she started ‘seriously painting 
icons. 
Although raising a family takes 
precedence over painting, Marianna 
continues her work in iconography. 
Her goal is to strive to maintain a 
balance. She has just delivered her 
completed oil painting on canvas, 
“The Holy Shroud” or “The En- 
tombment of Christ” for St. Joseph’s 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Winnipeg. The “Holy Shroud” dis- 
tinguishes itself from other icons 
because it is an oil painting. Others 
are on specially prepared wood with 
egg tempera because the liturgical 
icon is to be organic. 

The bottom line to icon painting 
is the message, not the technique. 
The board is specially prepared be- 
fore the image is completed. Linen 
is adhered to the smooth board with 
rabbit shin glue. When the linen is 
dried, the iconographer applies 
gesso. Gesso is made up of there 
equal parts of precipated chalk, 
barium sulphate and rabbit skin 
glue. This may take several layers 
— anywhere from five to eight lay- 
ers. The gesso must dry to a glass 
smooth finish before the drawing is 
transferred. Gilding may now pro- 
ceed. (Gilding is the application of 


22 karat gold.) To apply the gilding, 
the artist does so by applying a clay 
bole or sizing. After gilding, the 
painter proceeds to put base coats 
of pigment, from dark to light and 
ending with highlights. To obtain the 
most natural light to get the true col- 
ors of pigment, Marianna works in 
her north-facing living room. In ico- 
nography, the artist is trying to 
achieve the highest light. Marianna 
works on the frame, the background, 
the robes and finishes with the de- 
tails, hair first, face and finally the 
eyes. “An icon, is the tool, another 
symbol, that connects us to our spiri- 
tual Fathers”, said Marianna. 

“The Entombment of Christ”, 
“Holy Shroud” or “Plaschanytsia” 
as it is more commonly known in 
Ukrainian, is used during Easter ser- 
vices, when the procession ends, the 
“Holy Shroud” is placed on a low 
table or Tetrapod at the front of the 
church. It stays there until late Sat- 
urday evening or early Easter Sun- 
day morning when it is moved to the 
altar. The “Holy Shroud” is left on 
the altar until Ascension Thursday. 

“The Entombment of Christ’ de- 
picts the dead Christ lying on his 
back on the anointing stone, with a 
winding sheet unfolded upon it. The 
Virgin Mary cradles His head in her 
arms, and touches His cheek with 
hers. John, the best-loved disciple, 
the young mean with the halo, looks 
sorrowfully on, is crouching down. 
Joseph of Arimathea, is the noble 
and rich man of the city of 
Arimathea, also with a halo, stands 
at the foot of the stone, with the 
winding sheet. Nicodemus, a leader 
among the Pharisees, who has come 
to see for himself, represents the 
people, the unbelievers. He leans on 
a ladder, and looks at Christ. Next 
to the Virgin is Mary Magdalene and 
other weeping women who are look- 
ing on. Surrounding the image are 
the words in Ukrainian of the 
Troparion, “The noble Joseph took 
down from the cross Your most pure 
body. Anointing it with spices, he 
wrapped it in pure linen, and placed 
it in a new tomb.” 

Marianna was formally intro- 
duced to iconography by a studite 
monk, Fr. Juvenalij Mokryckyj, of 
Woodstock, Ont. She began her 
studies with this most eminent 
icongrapher in 1990 which contin- 
ues to this day. She has taken courses 
from Vladislav Andreyev, a Master 
iconographer from New York in 
Vancouver. Marianna continually 
studies taking a course or two per 
year. She does not claim to know all 
there is to iconography. “It is the 
spiritual aspect that inspires me to 
learn and grow in my spirituallife”, 
says Marianna. “Iconography is the 
vehicle through which I can express 
my faith”. 

Marianna hopes to pass on the 
work to her three children and oth- 
ers through her teaching as she had 
done at the Village. Other opportu- 
nities to teaching as she had done at 
the Village. Other opportunities to 
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Some of Marianna Savaryn's work 


teach were exhibitions which began 
in 1985 in Kingston; Edmonton in 
1990 and 1991; to a recent group 
show in St. Albert, at Star of the 
North Retreat House, in 1998, 1995 
and 1991. She also had the opportu- 
nity to teach, through workshops, in 
the summers of 1994 and 1998 for 
Plast Ukrainian Youth Association 
and in 1998 for the Ukrainian 
Eparchy, Acolyte camp. Marianna 
produced and donated the images of 
icons for five greeting cards on the 
occasion of the 20th anniversary of 
the Ukrainian Bilingual Program in 
Alberta in 1994. Some 15,000 cards 
were produced and sold with all pro- 
ceeds going to the Ukrainian Bilin- 
gual Program in the Edmonton 
Catholic schools. Her icon works 
have appeared in various newspa- 
pers, journals, magazines, and pub- 
lications as well as greeting cards. 
One of Marianna’s recent projects 
has been the Iconostasis of St. 
Viadimir Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Red Deer which contains 
25 icon pieces. A number of the 
commissioned icons are in private 
collections or in public institutions 
such as: Willingdon Hospital, Sis- 
ter Servants of Mary Immaculate; 
Civilization of man Museum, Hull, 
Quebec; Welcome House Chapel for 
Ukrainian Catholic Redemptorist 
priests in Winnipeg; and Dormition 
of the Most Holy Mother of God 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Edmonton. Marianna’s next project, 
which she has already begun, ill be 
for Dauphin, Manitoba in St. Paul’s 
Chapel at the Seniors’ Extended 
Care that is served by the 5.5. M.L., 
the same Order of nuns that serve 
the Mundare Health Care Centre. 
When the “Holy Shroud” was 
unveiled for Veneration on Good 
Friday, 1998, in the Edmonton par- 
ish, the people and their pastor were 


Marianna Savaryn 


overwhelmed by the work. “People 
were taken in and moved by the 
beauty of it and were anxious to 
learn about this tradition”, this is 
Marianna’s reward. As she packs 
away her paintbrushes, ruling pen, 


compass and mahl stick (used on the 
big canvas), she hopes the scripture 
paintings will serve as an opening 
for discussion about God for those 
for whom the icons may be the only 
Bible they read. 


Радісних Свят Христового Воскресення 
ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС! 


UKRAINIAN PYSANKA FOLK FESTIVAL 
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VEGREVILLE, July 2,3,4 1999 


July 1 


e Evening Dance to Kick off the Festival 


Free Admission for Seniors/Children 


July 2. е Dance Competitions, Yarmarock, 
Bandshow, Folk Art Show, Pioneeer 


Demonstrations, Beer Gardens, Bingo, 
Evening Dance and Cabaret, , 


July 3 « As above plus Parade 


July 4 » As above plus Pioneer Family 


Recognition 


. er. 17 га 
SUPER GRANDSTAND SHOW EVERY EVENING 
All Event Festival Passports for $40 available by advance purchase 


Vegreville Cultural Association 


Box 908, Vegreville, Alberta T9C 151; Ph/Fax: (780) 632-2777 
Website: http://www.vegrevillefestival.com 
Email: info@vegrevillefestival.com 


Nancy McBeth, MLA 
Edmonton McClung 
Leader of the 

Official Opposition 
414-6387 


In the spirit of Holy Easter may we wish you peace, 
happiness and good health! 
Бажаємо всім радісних та здорових 
Великодніх Свят! 
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Bill Bonner, MLA 
Edmonton Glengarry 
414-1328 


Sue Olsen, MLA 
Edmonton Norwood 
414-0708 


Ed Gibbons, MLA 
Edmonton Manning 
414-0714 


Pamela Paul, MLA 
Edmonton Castle Downs 
414-0705 


Karen Leibovici MLA 
Edmonton Meadowlark 
414-0711 


Lance White, MLA 
Edmonton Calder 
451-2345 


(Myckola’s Ukrainian Soccer News/ 
UkrNews)—World champions France missed 
the chance to overtake Ukraine at the head of 
Group 4, when they were held to a scoreless 
stalemate by their resolute visitors, who may 
well have stolen the match themselves but for 
the fine form of French ‘keeper Fabien 
Barthez. 

It was the first time that the Ukrainians 
dropped points in the campaign so far, but they 
were content with a draw which temporarily 
left them on top of the group with ten points 
from four matches, two ahead of the also un- 
beaten French. 

The home side, hoping to produce the cul- 
tured display that humiliated England last 
month, sorely felt the absence of play-maker 
Zinedine Zidane, and, try as they might, nei- 
ther Youri Djorkaeff nor Robert Pires was able 
to exert the same sort of influence. 

They could, though, have taken the lead as 
early as the third minute. Emmanuel Petit 
floated a free-kick to the far post to an un- 
marked Laurent Blanc at the far post, but his 
goalbound header was well saved by 
Olexandre Shokovsky in goal for Ukraine. 

Blanc had another chance seven minutes 
later, as the Ukrainians’ vaunted defence ini- 
tially struggled. Nicolas Anelka, though he 
generally struggled to reproduce the searing 
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form he showed against England, sent an 
ambitious shot just wide after 12 minutes. 

The Arsenal FC player did well to hold off 
the attention of two defenders when exposed 
alone up front after 24 minutes, steering the 
ball into the path of Djorkaeff, whose side- 
foot finish was easily saved. Ukraine, though, 
showed their menace after 32 minutes, when 
Skachenko almost stole in behind, only for 
Barthez to clear at the edge of the area. 

They should have scored just two minutes 
into the second half, when Rebrov’s corner 
was met by Husyn, who powered in a header, 
which was brilliantly turned away by Barthez. 

Ukraine were content to lull the French into 
near torpor with their containment tactics, 
only to spring out at will through Rebrov and 
Andri Shevchenko. 

Shevchenko, dubbed as the best attacker in 
Europe and linked with a summer move to 
Milan AC after his brilliant displays for Dy- 
namo Kyiv in this season’s UEFA Champi- 
ons League, almost stole the match for the 
visitors, only to be denied in quick succes- 
sion by Barthez. 

First, after 75 minutes his ambitious drive 
was blocked by the AS Monaco goalkeeper, 
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iiceaine holds France to a scoreless draw in Paris 


and then, five minutes later, with the French 
defence caught square looking for offside, he 
took on Barthez in a one-on-one situation, but 
the keeper saved well from point-blank range. 

However, those chances were rare high- 
lights in a otherwise undistinguished battle of 
wills, which was summed up by the last ac- 
tion of the match, when Didier Deschamps, 
making a record 83rd appearance for his coun- 
try, blazed over from the edge of the box. 

“We set the goal for our players to spare 
the French of the space in the middle and show 
some pressing. We succeeded,” said Ukrai- 
nian coach Jozef Sabo after the game. 

“Also we managed to cover flanks from 
raids by Lizarazu and Turam. In the begin- 
ning French almost scored. Before the game 
we practiced who covers whom. Skachenko 
was supposed to cover Blanc. But he most 


probably forgot about that and the whole team 
could have been punished... Bartez was bril- 
Папі, but our Shovkovsky showed super-skills 
too... We are surely satisfied with the result 
— we played on the field of World Champi- 
ons, and the game was even!” he enthused. 

Neither was French coach Roger Lemerre 
unhappy with the result. 

“This was a good point. We were not sur- 
prised by the Ukrainian team. It was a very 
physically tough challenge. 

“Tt was a high level game and as with all 
high level games you can win them on the 
smallest detail. We have not lost too much and 
Ukraine have not gained too much,” he said. 


Myckola’s Ukrainian Soccer News is found at: 
www.physics.rutgers.edu/~myckola/f- 
ua.html 


Iceland escapes Kyiv with a tie 


(Myckola’s Ukrainian Soccer News/ 
UkrNews)—Ukraine failed to maintain its 
two-point lead over World Champion France 
in Group Four of the 2000 European Soccer 
Championship be letting Iceland escape from 
Kyiv with a 1-1 tie, Match 31. 

This, combined with France’s 2-0 victory 
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over Armenia in Paris the same day, allowed 
France to pull even with first place Ukraine. 

They both have 11 points from five matches 
and the same goal difference of 8-3 but 
Ukraine stays on top due to being the away 
team when the sides drew 0-0 in Paris. 

Surprisingly unbeaten Iceland, who have 
never qualified for a major finals, are still in 
contention just two points further back. 

Team gets three points for a win and one 
for a tie. 

After a scoreless first half, defender 
Vladyslav Vaschuk put the home side ahead, 
beating Iceland goalkeeper Birkir Kristinsson 
with a low shot inside the far post in the 59th 
minute. 

But seven minutes later, Iceland equalized 
when a long range shot deflected off a foot 
by Larus Sigurdsson. 

“The main problem for us was that most of 
our players could not regain their fitness af- 
ter a difficult game against France... We were 
also very unlucky tonight with their equal- 
izer coming off a deflection,” said Ukraine 
coach Jozef Szabo. 

“It’s a great result for us,” said Iceland 
coach Gudjon Tordarsson. “even if we were 
very lucky tonight. Before the start of the tour- 
nament, fourth place would have been a good 
result for us. But now we have set our sights 
much higher...We got a draw here, so we can 
try to do the same against France in Paris, then 
we have a good chance to qualify.” 

Russia also kept alive its hopes of a playoff 
place from the same section with a 6-1 home 
win over Andorra in Moscow, its second big 
win of the week after their 3-0 victory over 
Armenia March 27. 


European 
Championship 2000 
Group 4 Standings 
У T L GEFGA pts 
Ukraine 3: 2 0 SSy3rait 
France Zi г "льні у Secor aril 
Iceland DY 733 Соню 
Russia 20 23 ISSO 
Armenia 1 t 2 So Omer 
Andorra (умію 4h. 2 13. W) 


Remaining Games: June 5: Ukraine vs. 
Andorra, France vs. Russia, Iceland vs. Ar- 
menia; June 9: Andorra vs. France, Russia 
vs. Iceland, Armenia vs. Ukraine; Sept. 4: 
Ukraine vs. France, Iceland vs. Andorra, Rus- 
sia vs. Armenia; Sept. 8: Andorra vs. Russia, 
Iceland vs. Ukraine, Armenia vs. France; Oct. 
9; France vs. Iceland, Russia vs. Ukraine, 
Andorra vs. Armenia 

First team advances, second goes through 


play-offs. 
European 


Championship 20000 
Group 4 Under-21 Standings 


GP W Т І, СКЕСА Pts 
France 3) 3 1002 OF Om Sie 
Ukraine 4 3 0) of 140 Sid 
Russia Дом Opa 6. Sao 
Armenia 31 ke 2 One 2p amas 
Iceland 4. 403 408 1492S 20 


і 
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i's COMINg SOON, Very SOON 


CUCU UCU 


Joanne Malar 


Kelly Stefanyshyn 


_ Ukraine takes four medals at World 


SC Swimming Championships 
Ukrainian Canadians account for half of Canada’s 8 


(UkrNews)—Ukraine took four medals while Ukrai- 
nian Canadians took four out of the eight that Canada 
won at the World Short Course Swimming Champion- 
ships held in Hong Kong, China, April 1 - 4. 

One of the bright up-and-comers is Yana Klochkova, 
who took a gold and a silver for Ukraine. 

Klochkova swam her best ever 400 individual med- 
ley without really being challenged by Ukrainian Ca- 


hadian Joanne Malar, winner in 1995. 


Klochkova was in the lead throughout the four strokes 
and increased her lead on the freestyle leg. Her win- 
ning time was 4:32.32. 

Malar, in second with 4:34.90, was pleased. “It was 
my best time by over a second. I’m-happy just be com- 
peting in my third championships and better my per- 
sonal best,” she said. 

Klochkova took her silver in the 200-metre individual 
medley with a time of 2:10.67, just behind Martina 
Могаусома of Slovakia with 2:08.55. Охапа Verevka 
of Russia won the bronze with 2:12.26, while Malar 
was fourth with 2:13.26. 

Malar, however, did get a bronze medal in the 
women’s 400 freestyle. 

Nadezdha Chemezova was the winner of a fierce 
battle. She battled for the lead throughout the race with 
Chen Hua winner of the 800 free. Chemezova, with 
great technique lengthened her stroke toward the end 
and increased her kicking to surge to the wall in 4:05.23 


Final Medal Totals 


World Short Course Swimming Championships 
G тая 
Austria 
Great Britain 
Sweden 
Netherlands 
Japan 
Canada 
China 
USA 
Ukraine 
Russia 
Slovakia 
Denmark 
South Africa 
Poland 
Cuba 
Germany 
Italy 
Switzerland 
Spain 
Finland 
Argentina 


BI COSHH CH WCCO -—-YWNYWYEUTD 
BISCSONN=—CONSCNOHRONM=—UH AID 


BIC H-SCOOHENCOH—LYH—NYH-SANAHLO 
Nl HE NVNNNYNNWWWWAAAHRA OO 


о 


a three second drop from her previous best. 

Although Chen finished second she was subsequently 
disqualified for leaving early at the start. Teammate 
Qin Caini then moved up to second with 4:06.34 and 
Malar third with 4:06.83. 

Hamiltonian Malar was particularly pleased. “The 
400 free is a really fun event. It was also my personal 
best and a Canadian record. I’m having a great meet.” 

Winnipegger Kelly Stefanyshyn also took two med- 
als for Canada. 

She took the silver in the 100-metre backstroke. 
Japan’s Mai Nakamura won the event in 58.67, her third 
sub minute swim of the competition. Stefanyshyn with 
a great finish got second with 1:00.43 and Erin Gammel, 
also of Canada, was third with 1:00.49. 

Stefanyshyn added a bronze in the 200-metre back- 
stroke. 

Nakamura again won the event, in 2:06.49. She was 
the class of the field with over a body length lead 
throughout the distance. She missed the world record 
but got her second gold. Great Britain’s Helen Don- 
Duncan was second with 2:08.18 and a British record, 
with Stefanyshyn coming in at 2:09.51. 

Ukraine’s other gold came from Dmytro Kraevsky, 
who won the 50-metre backstroke with a time of 27.40. 
Patrik Isaksson of Sweden was second with 27.57, 
while Remo Lutolf of Switzerland was third with 27.59. 

Denis Silantiey won a bronze for Ukraine in the 200- 
metre butterfly with a time of 1:55.41. Great Britain’s 
James Hickman won the event in 1:52.71, while Takashi 
Yamamoto of Japan was second with 1:54.68. 

Among other Ukrainian swimmers, Ihor Snitko fin- 
ished fifth in the 1500-metre freestyle, while Svitlana 
Bondarenko was seventh in the 200-metre backstroke. 


Dmytro Kraevsky 


Eighth place best finish for 
Ukrainians at 1999 Worlds 


(UkrNews)—Eighth place was the best any of Ukraine’s skaters could 
muster at the 1999 World Figure Skating Championships held in Helsinki, 
Finland, March 20-28. 

Olena Liashenko took that placement in the Women’s Singles, as did 
Olena Hrushina and Ruslan Honcharoy in the Ice Dancing category. 

Yulia Lavrenchuk was just behind Liashenko in ninth place in the 
Women’s Singles, while the couple of Tatiana Kurkudym and Yuriy 
Kocherchenko placed 26th in Ice Dance. 

Medal winners in the Women’s Singles were Maria Butyrskaya of Rus- 
sia with the gold, American Michelle Kwan with the silver and Russian 
Julia Soldatova with the bronze. 

In Ice Dancing, Russians Anjelika Krylova and Oleg Ovsyannikov of 
Russia took the gold, Marina Anissina and Gwendal Peizerat of France 
the silver and Canadians Shae-Lynn Bourbe and Victor Kraatz the bronze. 

In the Men’s Singles, Ukraine’s Dmytro Dmytrenko skated to an 1 1th- 
place finish, while teammate Yevhan Pliuta placed 15th. Alexei Yagudin 
of Russia took the gold, compatriot Evgeny Plushenko the silver and 
American Michael Weiss the bronze. Canada’s Elvis Stojko just missed 
the medals, ending up in fourth place. 

Ukrain’e Yulia Obertas and Dmytro Palamarchuk finished eleventh in 
the pairs (an event in which Ukrainian judge Alfred Kortyek and Russian 
Sviatoslav Babenko were suspended for possible collusion). 

In acontroversial decision the gold went to Elena Berezhnaya and Anton 
Sikharudlidze of Russia, the silver to Xue Shen and Hongbo Zhao pf China 
and the bronze to Dorota Zagorska and Mariusz Siudek of Poland. 


Ukrainian skating judge 
suspended for possible collusion 


A Ukrainian skating judge was among two suspended for possible col- 
lusion while scoring the pairs event at the World Figure Skating Champi- 
onships in Helsinki, March 28, reported the Associated Press. 

The International Skating Union barred Alfred Kortyek of Ukraine and 
Sviatoslav Babenko of Russia from officiating at any of its champion- 
ships or any international event under its jurisdiction. 

Canadian television footage showed the judges exchanging glances, 
making gestures and possibly conversing during the final of the pairs event 
on March 24. 

ISU rules say “judges must mark independently and, while judging, 
they are not permitted to converse with one another or to indicate errors 
by action or sound.” 

The Russian pair of Yelena Berezhnaya and Anton Sikharulidze won 
the event in a decision derided by many spectators. 

The crowd favorite was Shen Xue and Hongbo Zhao of China, who 
followed the Russians with a spectacularly athletic performance. The tape 
shows Kortyek and Babenko glancing at each other as the Chinese pair 
were taking bows, before the scores were announced. 

The two judges, sitting in adjacent spots, also placed Poland’s Dorota 
Zagorska and Mariusz Siudek, the program’s final skaters, lower than 
Russian pair Maria Petrova and Alexei Tikhonov. 

Six of the other seven judges placed the Polish pair third and gave the 
Russian pair fourth or fifth position. 

Korytek was one of the judges in the 1994 Olympics controversy cen- 
tering around Oksana Baiul of Ukraine winning the gold in a 5-4 ballot. 
He also is the father of Baiul’s first coach, reported AP. 


FBI involved in Shevchenko case 


The FBI and members of the NHL’s security office reportedly are in- 
vestigating alleged links between the Russian mafia and the new agent 
for missing San Jose Sharks defenseman Andrei Zyuzin, reports the As- 
sociated Press citing Canada’s National Post, which reported the inquir- 
ies in its editions. March 25. 

Zyuzin, 21, remains suspended by the Sharks after missing the team 
flight to Boston on March 19. He went missing after firing agent Jay 
Grossman and switching to Vitaliy Shevchenko, a native of Ukraine who 
is a Canadian citizen (no relation to Ukrainian News Bureau Chief Vitaliy 
Shevchenko, who is a deputy Ukraine’s Supreme Council). 

Sources told the Post that the FBI was called in when the Sharks learned 
who had replaced Grossman. Shevchenko, who lives near San Jose, is 
well-known in hockey circles.“The FBI is heavily involved,” one source 
said. A second source confirmed the NHL’s involvement. 

Shevchenko is not certified by the NHL Players’ Association. He lost 
his certification by failing to pay his dues. 

NHL teams are prohibited by the collective bargaining agreement from 
dealing with agents who are not certified, so the Sharks have not been in 
contact with Shevchenko or Zyuzin. 

“The situation is the agent won’t let us talk to Zyuzin, and we can’t talk 
to him,” Sharks assistant general manager Wayne Thomas told the San 
Francisco Chronicle. 


Newsbriefs 


Lazarenko case to come up this month 

(Eastern Economist)—Pavlo Lazarenko’s appeal for political asylum 
will be heard by a San Francisco court some time this month, Pros- 
ecutor General Mikhailo Potebenko announced April 5. Potebenko 
said he was confident that Lazarenko’s appeal would be rejected and 
that he would be sent back to Ukraine in the near future. 


Rada to have veto on peacekeeping 

(Eastern Economist)—The Verkhovna Rada adopted March 24 a bill 
on Ukrainian participation in international peace-keeping operations. 
The Committee for National Security and Defense Head Heorhiy 
Kriuchkov announced that Ukrainian peace-keeping forces could be 
sent to correspondent regions only after the Rada gave its agreement. 


US Orthodox Church sends funds 

(Eastern Economist)}—The Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the US 
has collected US$40,000 to help the inhabitants of the Zakarpattia 
regions hit by flooding. The church also intends to give part of this 
money to children’s homes in Chernihiv, Nizhyn, Kharkiv, Kyiv, and 
Chernivtsi. 


Greek aid for flood victims 

(Eastern Economist)—Greece has provided Ukraine with Hr 590,000 
worth of humanitarian aid for victims of the flooding in Zakarpattia. The 
aid consists mainly of medical supplies. A representative of the Greek 
governmentis assisting Ukrainians to distribute the aid among the region’s 
needy. Hungary, Slovakia, Poland, France, the US, and Russia also pro- 
vided aid for Zakarpattia following the last year’s flooding. 


Ukraine welcomes IMF decision 
(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian officials welcomed the International Monetary 
Fund’s decision on March 26 to release the next tranche of a US$2.2 
billion loan to the country, AP reported. Ukraine is to receive $153 
million over the next few days. The IMF halted the loan in Novem- 
ber because of Ukraine’s slow pace in reforms. The government has 
since raised prices on utilities and taken moves to streamline the gov- 
ernment by reducing ministries. It can now expect to receive World 
Bank loans. 


Deputy head murdered 

(Eastern Economist)—The deputy head of the Simferopol branch of 
the Crimean Property Fund, 54-year old Oleksandr Zverev was found 
seriously injured at a trolleybus stop in Simferopol around midnight 
Mar. 25-26. He died on the way to hospital. A medical examination 
revealed that Zverev had died as the result of a beating. 


Cleaner air recorded over Kyiv 

(Eastern Economist)—The total amount of pollutants discharged into 
the atmosphere over Kyiv in 1998 was 106,000 tons — 5,100 tons 
less than in 1997. 70 percent of pollutants are from vehicle exhausts. 
Kyiv has 1,000 industrial enterprises, 500,000 registered automobiles 
and a further 50,000 transport vehicles. 


Russia may open Crimea consulate 

(Eastern Economist)—During a March 31 meeting between presi- 
dential representative in Crimea Vasyl Kyseliov and a Russian For- 
eign Ministry delegation headed by Consul of the Russian Consulate 
in Odesa Vladimir Nemtsov, establishing a Russian Consulate in 
Simferopol was discussed. “Opening a Russian consulate in Crimea 
would have a positive impact on relations between the two countries; 
it would help Russian citizens living in Crimea, as well as those vis- 
iting on holiday,” said Nemtsov. 


Teachers strike 

(RFE/RL)—Tens of thousands of students from 58 schools in the 
Kyiv and Mykolayiv regions were sent home March 30 after their 
teachers went on strike over unpaid wages. The Education Ministry 
said it expects more teachers to go on strike soon. The government 
owes them some 427.8 million hryvni. 


Media censorship under attack 

(Eastern Economist)—The Reporters Without Borders organization 
and the Institute of Mass Media spoke out in a joint statement March 
24 against what they regard as censorship in the run-up to the presi- 
dential elections. Since the beginning of 1999 four journalists have 
been assaulted, one imprisoned, two opposition newspapers have been 
closed down, two opposition channels have experienced undue pres- 
sure, and a major political analysis TV show has been taken off the 
air, they stated. 


SBU celebrates seventh birthday 


(Eastern Economist)—The state security agency (SBU for Sluzhba 
Bezpeky Ukrayiny) celebrated its seventh anniversary March 25. “We 
replenish all budgetary funds spent on us through our work uncover- 
ing economic crimes,” SBU Head Leonid Derkach commented. He 
also said that 640 high-ranking officials are currently under investi- 
gation for alleged economic crimes, while in 1998 12 spies were iden- 
tified in Ukraine. 


Currency ring uncovered 

(Eastern Economist)—Interior Ministry Kyiv Department Head 
Mykhailo Korniyenko, summing up results of the March 9-22 opera- 
tion “Leader”, told a March 24 briefing that three connected groups 
involved in illegally converting currency had been uncovered in Kyiv. 
He added that the group’s activity was connected to some banks, and 
that turnover of the group was around Hr 40 million a month, costing 
the state Hr 8 million a month in lost revenues. 


Rivne AES block shut down 

(Eastern Economist)—The third block of Rivne Atomic Energy Sta- 
tion was shut down March 29 due to a system failure. Reactor output 
dropped 60 percent as a result of the shut down. Radiation levels in 
and around the AES remained normal. 


optimistic” over Ukraine’s future 


By Marco Levytsky 

and David Sereda 

With files from Roman Petriw 
and CUBI-Chamber 

Canada’s Ambassador to Ukraine 
says he is “prudently optimistic” as 
to the future of Ukraine. 

Speaking with members of the 
Ukrainian community at St. Basil’s 
Cultural Centre in Edmonton, 
March 24, Derek Fraser said one has 
to appreciate that Ukraine is under- 
going two transitions — one from 
authoritarianism to democracy and 
the other from a state economy to a 
market one. 

In this Ukraine differs from coun- 
tries such as Poland and Hungary 
who were not subjected to as severe 
a form of authoritarianism as 
Ukraine during the Communist pe- 
riod and had a market economy prior 
to World War II. 

“In central Europe they had a 
memory of what a market economy 
was. There is no such memory of 
what a market economy was in the 
former Russian Empire except for 
the Baltic states,” he said. 

However, Ukraine is proceeding 
towards reform at an average speed 
compared to other former Soviet 
republics, he said. 

Fraser added that Ukraine is a rich 
country with opportunities, but the 
problems are considerable. 

“In order to get established in 
business, you need to have deep 
pockets, you need to know how to 
swim in Ukrainian waters and you 
need to be an intelligent contrarian,” 
he said explaining that meant to be 
able to see opportunities where no 
one else sees them. 

Fraser said some of the problems 
of doing business in Ukraine include 
a “very deficient” system of com- 
pany registration, no protection for 
minority shareholders who are of- 
ten squeezed out, no proper code of 
private law and no system to admin- 
ister it. 

“It’s a mixed bag, some people 
have done well, many have not,” he 
said. 

Nevertheless, Fraser noted, the 
situation is much worse in Russia. 

“Ukrainian streets are safe. The 
mafia is less present and the people 
have enough to eat. This certainly 
is the case.” 

When asked what kind of assis- 
tance would be best for Ukraine, he 
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Bill Klem, Co-Chair of the Canada-Ukraine Business Initiative and 
Canada-Ukraine Chamber of Commerce presents Ambassador Fraser with 


a gift during the Calgary meeting, 


rently providing, namely: 

» Institutional reform; 

° Trying to help Ukraine move in 
a Western direction and 

¢ Assisting in the development of 
a civic society. 

Fraser also said Ukraine appears 
to be drowning in a large and slow- 
moving bureaucratic government. 
Agencies and ministries often ap- 
pear to be at cross purposes with 
each other and it is difficult to get 
answers and to get things done. 
While officials claim that they want 
democracy and a market economy, 
many do not have a good idea of 
what democracy really is. Even then, 
changing the bureaucracy may be 
relatively easy, while changing the 
culture is not. 

He noted that Ukraine’s pace to- 
ward democracy will continue in 
spite of the bureaucratic hindrances. 
The International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) will not provide financial as- 
sistance unless the country main- 
tains a steady pace forward. 

Using the year 1989 as a base, 
Ukraine’s gross national product has 
fallen to about 37 percent. Mean- 
while, Poland whose economy in 
1989 was of a similar size to 
Ukraine’s now is at 112 to 116 per- 


PHOTO — ROMAN PETRIW 


Ambassador Fraser at St. Basil's in Edmonton. 
ee ee ee 


cent, Fraser said. 

He believes that reform will con- 
tinue and believes that Canada’s as- 
sistance so far has led to a “special 
relationship” that is noticed and 
highly appreciated by Ukrainians. 

The meeting was co-sponsored by 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress - 
Alberta Provincial Council and 
Saint Basil’s Cultural Centre. Spe- 
cial guests included: Fr. Athanasius 
McVay, OSBM, Acting Pastor of 
Saint Basil’s Parish, Bud Conway, 
President UCC-APC, Peter Dackiw, 
President League of Ukrainian Ca- 
nadians, Steve Romaniuk, President 
UCC-Edmonton, Peter Savaryn, 
President Alberta Ukrainian Com- 
memorative Society and Gene 
Zwozdesky, MLA Edmonton Mill 
Creek. 

Fraser arrived in Edmonton that 
morning and was met at the Inter- 
national airport by David Sereda, 
Vice President Ukrainian UCC- 
APC. Sereda hosted Ambassador 
Fraser throughout his visit to 
Edmonton. 

He faced a busy itinerary over the 
next two days, including meetings 
with: Canadian Institute of Ukrai- 
nian Studies and professors of Slavic 
Studies at the University of Alberta, 
Alberta Centre for International 
Education, Economic Development 
Edmonton, Grant MacEwan Com- 
munity College, a Rotary Club 
meeting, and meetings with private 
businesses working in Ukraine. 

At a luncheon jointly sponsored 
by UCC-APC and Ukrainian Profes- 
sional Business Club, he discussed 
difficulties of doing business in 
Ukraine. 

The following day he left for 
Calgary and attended a dinner 
hosted by Ed Southern, Energy 
Chair for the Canada-Ukraine Busi- 
ness Initiative and President of 
Nadra Resources. 

March 26 he addressed a break- 
fast meeting of CUBI and the 
Canada-Ukraine Chamber of Com- 
merce where he repeated the com- 
ments made at St. Basil’s. 

He also noted that CUBI-Cham- 
ber and the Ukrainian Canadian 


| community are very important 
4 stakeholders in our relations with 


Ukraine 

“The punch, the vigour, the drive 
of our foreign policy in Ukraine, our 
relations with Ukraine, our program 
of accompanying Ukraine along its 
to reform and.renewal comes from 
the punch the vigour the drive the 
interest of Canadians, the imagina- 
tion of Canadians in relations with 
Ukraine, their willingness to put in 
personal sacrifices, to dedicate 
themselves to doing so,” he said. 
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US, UK 


(Eastern Economist)—German Air Force aviation 
technology expert Gen. Herman Hagen said April 3 
that he highly rates the Ukrainian military-transport 
plane An-70, currently competing in a tender to sup- 
ply NATO countries. 

Hagen said that the price of the An-70 will be ap- 
proximately EURO 63-73 million. The market demand 
is 410 units. 

Meanwhile, Britain and the US are studying a Ukrai- 
nian and Russian proposal to work together in plane 
construction. Developments of military and commer- 
cial versions of the An-124-210 Ruslan and a number 
of other planes are planned, stated Antonov construc- 
tion bureau officials April 2. 


may cooperate on plane 


The proposal would call on the UK and the US to 
provide engines, electronics, and brakes, with the joint 
Ukrainian-Russian side required to carry out research, 
construction, personnel training, and to service the 
planes. 

A new version of the An-124-210 Ruslan, equipped 
with Rolls-Royce engines, is planned to be leased to 
the British Defense Ministry, with a further new model 
of this plane currently being developed featuring Ameri- 
can-made General Electric engines. 

The new versions of Ruslan are far ahead of the main 
competitor in a British tender, the American-made C- 
17, outperforming the Americans with a price tag of 
just half the cost of a C-17. 


(Eastern Economist)—President Leonid Kuchma 
told a March 29 meeting with heads of the National 
Bank of Ukraine and the largest commercial banks 
that “Ukraine will face economic catastrophe if bank- 
ing loans are not directed into the real economy.” 

Kuchma also listed alarming 1Q figures, stating, 
“Industrial production from the beginning of 1999 
declined 2.1 percent, agricultural production fell 2.6 
percent, transport revenues dropped 8.8 percent, 
while the construction sector experienced a revenue 
decrease of 21.1 percent.” 

Kuchma commented that these decreases were the 
worst the country had experienced in the last two 
years, adding that pension and wage debts continue 
to increase. 


weak economy.” 


it.” 


AvtoZaz Daewoo in new row 


(Eastern Economist)—The AvtoZaz Daewoo joint venture stopped 
assembly of Tavria cars March 26 in a new row over Daewoo’s re- 
fusal to comply with agreements on the use of locally produced parts. 

Daewoo allegedly insisted on using more expensive Korean parts, 
effectively pricing the car out of the market. 

AvtoZaz representatives labelled the actions of their Korean part- 
ner “destructive.” 

A total of 18,000 jobs have been lost as a result of the row. In the 
last three months the JV has recorded losses of Hr 400,000 due to use 
of Korean car batteries, reputedly of similar quality to Ukrainian pro- 
duced batteries, but three times more expensive. 


Ukrainian head in 
Daewoo JV sacked 


(Eastern Economist)—Premier Valeriy Pustovoytenko agreed to a pro- 
posal from Industrial Policy Minister Vasyl Hureev April 5 to dismiss 
Oleksandr Sotnikov from the position of head of the AvtoZAZ-Daewoo 
joint venture. 

Hureey stated in his letter to the Cabinet that the dismissal came fol- 
lowing the JV’s poor recent performance and a string of managerial con- 
flicts. He also called for a change of management of the JV on the Korean 
side, commenting that such was the polarization between the JV’s two 
partners that effective functioning of the JV was under threat. 

He proposed Serhiy Yevtushenko, currently general director ої AvtoZAZ, 
to be the new chair of the board of the JV. 


Business Briefs 


Inflation continues to fall 
(Eastern Economist)—The State Statistics Committee announced 
April 2 that March inflation was 1.0 percent. In December, inflation 
was 3.3 percent; in January — 1.5 percent; in February —1 percent. 
The government plans that 1999 inflation will not exceed 19.1 per- 
cent, compared to 20 percent in 1998. 


Big Mac hits the rails 

(Eastern Economist)—Macdonald’s opened it’s twentieth restaurant 
in Ukraine March 30 at Kyiv railway station. The restaurant is lo- 
cated in a newly constructed two-story building in the square oppo- 
Site the station’s main terminal. It is the first of 16 planned new res- 
taurants in Ukraine in 1999. Macdonald’s investments for the coming 
year for construction of new restaurants and development of local 
supply infrastructure should exceed US$15 million. 


Agricultural production increasing 

(Eastern Economist)—The State Statistics Committee announced 
March 24 that sales volumes of agricultural products on national 
markets increased in January-February 1999 by two percent com- 
pared to the same period in 1998. Sale of vegetables dropped by 0.5 
percent, while sale of dairy products and meat increased by three per- 
cent. Prices during the first two months of 1999 rose by 19 percent. 


Bumper beet harvest expected 

(Eastern Economist)—Ukrainian Agricultural Commodities Exchange 
experts predicted March 24 a rise in the gross yield of sugar beet 
from 16.3 million tonnes in 1998 to 16.5-17.9 million tonnes in 1999. 
For the last three years the sugar beet harvest has been steadily de- 
creasing. 


Kuchma tries to rally commercial banks 


At the meeting Kuchma harshly criticized the 
Verkhovna Rada, saying that leftist forces are ham- 
pering stabilization of the economy and the imple- 
mentation of reforms. 

“The government, the NBU and commercial banks 
must coordinate actions to mark out a clear path for 
strengthening of the national currency,” Kuchma said, 
adding “the currency can’t hope to stabilize with a 


Ukrainian Banking Association President 
Oleksandr Suhoniako identified the main problem 
facing commercial banks as, “primacy of debtors over 
lenders,” explaining “for some reason it is consid- 
ered acceptable to borrow money and then not return 


Investment 
roundtable 
raises 
proposals 


(Eastern Economist)—A 
roundtable entitled: “The foreign 
investment sector: from narrowing 
to elimination,” took place March 25 
to advise on measures for a state 
program to promote foreign invest- 
ment. 

Invited to participate were parlia- 
mentary deputies, lawyers, repre- 
sentatives of foreign missions, and 
entrepreneurs. 

Among entrepreneurs present 
were heads of enterprises included 
on a list of 37 entities ordered under 
presidential instructions of Feb. 26 
to suspend activity until the consti- 
tutional court gives an official inter- 
pretation of laws on foreign invest- 
ments. 

National Bank of Ukraine Deputy 
Governor Oleksandr Kireev said 
that the NBU had not received in- 
structions to freeze bank accounts 
of the 37 companies. 
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Volvo to increase 
Ukraine presence 


(Eastern Economist)—The Swedish firm Volvo signed a contract 
March 25 to supply 1000 diesel engines which will be mounted on 
Ukrainian-built farming machines. The engines will be supplied over 
two years. 

Announcement of the contract came during President Kuchma’s 
State visit to Sweden, Volvo also signed a protocol of intention with 
Orlan transport company, which is going to buy 200 Volvo trucks. 

Volvo Trucks has plans to increase its presence in Ukraine by set- 
ting up a dealership network and strengthening its servicing stations 
network. So far, Volvo has sold 350 trucks in Ukraine, which amounts 
to 40 percent of total import of trucks. 

Volvo chief executive director Leif Johansson said that Volvo Bus 
is currently studying the Ukrainian market to expand its operations 
and holding talks with Zhytomyr authorities to build a bus assembly 
plant, similar to its plant in Omsk, Russia. 

Volvo Bus held similar talks in other Ukrainian cities and is ex- 
pected to make a final decision late 1999. 
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City recognizes Russian language 

(Eastern Economist)—The City Council in Lysychansk, a city near 
to the Russian border, ruled April 5 to recognize Russian as the busi- 
ness language of the city. city council deputies took a recently con- 
ducted public poll into account, in which 120,000 Lysychansk inhab- 
itants, 81.5% of the city’s population, identified Russian as their na- 
tive language. 


New environmental program 

(Eastern Economist)—In a bid to improve the ecological situation of 
the region, Ivano-Frankivsk administration announced March 29 that 
1999 and 2000 would be earmarked years for the ecological revival 
of Prykarpattia. Administration officials appealed to regional politi- 
cal parties, religious communities, and youth groups to help, “revive 
and preserve the picturesque nature of Prykarpattia.” 
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Social Democrats back different 
presidential candidates 


(JF Monitor)—With presidential elections coming up 
in October, Ukraine’s tiny centre-left parties are clearly 
demonstrating that differences between them are about 
personalities and personal interests rather than ideol- 
ogy. 

At a press conference on April 5, Serhiy Peresunko 
— leader of the Social-Democratic Union (SDU), the 
newest of the Ukrainian parties, which registered on 
March 30 — announced that SDU intends to support 
the presidential bid of Yevhen Marchuk, Ukraine’s 
former premier and security service chief. 

Peresunko claimed that regional organizations of the 
United Social Democratic Party (USDP) — from which 
the SDU split over differences regarding Marchuk’s 
nomination — are also supporting Marchuk’s presiden- 
tial campaign. USDP leader Viktor Medvedchuk re- 
acted promptly and angrily, calling Peresunko’s state- 
ment “sheer nonsense.” 

The USDP, with which Marchuk broke several 


months ago, is expected to back incumbent President 
Leonid Kuchma. 

Medvedchuk and his crony, USDP’s number two and 
one of Ukraine’s “oligarchs,” Hryhoriy Surkis, are both 
members of the president’s inner circle. 

At the same time, Yury Buzduhan — leader of the 
Social-Democratic Party of Ukraine (SDPU) — an- 
nounced that the SDPU will nominate Oleksandr Moroz 
— former speaker and leader of the Socialist Party — 
for president at its congress in May. Buzduhan called 
Kuchma “the appointee of oligarchs.” 

Another party, the Ukrainian Social-Democratic 
Party (not to be confused with SDU, USDP or SDPU) 
— led by Vasyl Onopenko — is also expected to sup- 
port Moroz. 

These four groups split, at different times, from 
Ukraine’s first social-democratic party, and all four 
leaders continue to profess a common belief in the leftist 
ideal of social justice. 


Ukraine-Turkmen gas deal collapses 


(JF Monitor)—Effective April 1, Ukraine is discon- 
tinuing imports of natural gas from Turkmenistan be- 
cause it can no longer afford to pay for them 

Prime Minister Valeriy Pustovoytenko announced the 
decision during a March 30 cabinet meeting. A Ukrai- 
nian-Turkmen agreement, signed in December 1998 in 
Tashkent by Presidents Leonid Kuchma and Saparmurat 
Niazov, had envisaged deliveries of 20 billion cubic 
metres at a cost of US$700 million for the calendar 
year 1999. 

Ukraine was to pay 60 percent of the cost in the form 
of goods and services and only 40 percent in cash. Kyiv 
has, however, run up debts of slightly over $100 mil- 
lion since January 1, when the deliveries began. 

Kyiv’s reluctant decision hits cash-hungry 
Turkmenistan hard. The country currently lacks any 
viable export outlet, with the exception of a small-ca- 
pacity pipeline into Iran. 

Ashgabat’s need to export its gas is so pressing, that 
Niazov had been forced to accede to a quasi-extortion- 
ate deal with Russia’s Gazprom for the transit of 
Turkmen gas to Ukraine. 


Turkmenistan sold the gas at $36 per 1,000 cubic 
metres to the Russian intermediary, who then resold it 
to Ukraine at a price between $68 and $72 per 1,000 
cubic metres. 

It will be another three years at least before the trans- 
Caspian export pipeline, planned by the American con- 
sortium PSG, will rescue Turkmenistan from its pre- 
dicament. 


Kuchma regains lead in polls 


(Eastern Economist)—Kyiv International Sociology 
Institute President Valeriy Khmelko announced March 
25 that if presidential elections were held today, 22.1 
percent of 1,533 citizens polled throughout the coun- 
try would vote for President Leonid Kuchma, with 17.4 
percent opting for Progressive Socialist Party Leader 
Natalia Vitrenko. 

Parliamentary deputy and former Ukrainian KGB 
head Yevhen Marchuk polled 2.9 percent; Socialist 
Party Leader Oleksandr Moroz, 9 percent and Com- 
munist Party Leader Petro Symonenko 6.4 percent. 
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